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Shute, Nevil Trustee from the Toolroom where John plans locate. evade sterling regula- 
Morrow. Mar. $3.95. tions the removal money from England John puts 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—April) his entire estate into 27,000 pounds worth diamonds 
Retired from the Royal Navy inadequate pension, which Keith then seals into the concrete keel the 
John Dermott and his wife, Jo, plan leave their ship. hurricane the ship driven onto coral 
daughter, Janice, with Jo’s childless brother, Keith, reef off small island the Tuamotu group near 
While they sail their small ship across the Atlantic, Tahiti. The drowned John and are buried the 
the Canal Tahiti and then Vancouver islet natives who are copra hunting. 


French authorities convey the news John Dermott’s 
solicitor who passes Keith. The will leaves the 
entire estate Janice with Keith and his wife Katie 
being appointed trustees for the child. 


Keith Stewart model engineer. builds small 
motors, clocks, generators, etc., then writes illustrated 
directions for their construction and publishes them 
Miniature Mechanics, British periodical world-wide 
distribution for the model builder. For this earns 
small pittance that his wife forced work 
department store maintain their modest home and 
the additional burden now fundless Janice will 
inconsequential one they are educate her ac- 
cording her parents’ desires. Keith has never been 
content stop with the publication his projects; 
kindly and sympathetic man has answered, his 
own time and his own expense, large numbers 
letters from fans many parts the world and has 
thus built unrecognized following many friends. 
brief, quiet, friendly, responsible common 
man, expert his work, barely surviving but 
happy because doing what interests him. 


Because his sense responsibility Keith wishes 
recover the diamonds for Janice. hampered 


this two considerations: has little money, cer- 
tainly not enough finance trip the Tuamotus; 
publicly, cannot start with such objective because 
the diamonds were smuggled out England illegally. 
But does what can. Realizing the small amount 
money that has, begins his journey with 
complimentary ride freight plane Honolulu, 


ride secured one his friendly model enthusiasts. 
There can find way reach Tahiti unless 
sails with purposeless, dull-witted Polynesian-Ameri- 
can, alternative which Keith finally chooses because 
trusts this unlearned Jack Donelly who has built his 
with his own hands and has done craftsmanlike 
job. 

The editor Miniature Mechanics meanwhile, finding 
what difference Keith’s absence makes the opera- 
tion the magazine and how poorly equipped Keith 
was for the trip, communicates with Sol Hirzhorn, 
millionaire lumber tycoon the state Washington 
who has corresponded with Keith over the building 
Congreve clock, expressing his worry over Keith’s 
status. Interested meeting Keith and sympathetic 
toward his plight because Keith’s past assistance, Sol 
recollects pending deal with Chuck Ferris Ferris 
Hydraulics equip one his lumber mills with 
hydraulic machinery. For Chuck Ferris owns the sail- 
ing yacht, Flying Cloud, now Honolulu cruise 
with Chuck’s husband-collecting daughter Dawn who 
awaiting divorce from her third specimen. Services 
the yacht are traded for the deal and the Flying 
Cloud sails for Tahiti where Captain Petersen finds 
Donelly and Keith custody for violating almost every 
known international marine regulation. Captain Peter- 
sen takes command the situation and soon has Keith 
the way the Tuamotus after Dawn Ferris leaves 
with Jack Donelly her fourth catch. 


There Keith recovers the diamonds, hiding them 
salvaged engine which shipped back England. 
then taken Seattle where gives Hirzhorn assist- 
ance the clock and finds flaw the hydraulics 


Best 


plans. For correcting this Hirzhorn arranges 
sultant’s fee which will ease Keith’s financial woes 
siderably. Back England successfully Keith settles 
comfortably into the usual way life, happy doing 
what likes. 

This very warm-hearted story how undemanded 
friendship helped man overcome obstacles the 
performance what considered his duty. wel] 
told and marred only the incident Jack 
ly’s relations with Dawn Ferris, which item, however, 
has only insignificant place the story. suit. 
able for adults and may recommended for pleasant 


reading. 
0 


Moore, Ruth The Walk Down Main Street 
Morrow. Mar. $4.50. (Ila) 


Every now and then good book comes along which 
defies classification. Ruth Moore’s The Walk Down 
Main Street just such book. 


Miss Moore has brought together gallery people, 
young and old. All are connected, one way an- 
other, with the championship basketball team 
unnamed town Maine; all are involved its rise 
glory, its walk down Main Street, and its final fall from 
grace. Some appear only the masses, when the 
town turns out celebrate the winning the state 
championship; some appear momentarily only popu- 
late the town give personality. Even some 
the boys the team never emerge from this 
ground. That part the Moore artistry. 


the other hand, the characters major import are 
drawn with master’s skill. Miss Moore has given 
each one uniqueness, individuality. Martin 
for example the stronghold “sanity” this town 
“gone wild”; but Mart has long ago gone wild ideas 
about work, money, and earning one’s keep. 
jects such foolery television, vacuum cleaners, and 
store-bought bread. But Martin Martin, not just the 
image old man who had “held on” too long. His 
daughter, Susie, also individual. Like her father, 
she stubborn about some things, but she realizes that 
love and understanding and giving-in are also ingredi- 
ents good living. Her boys, Carlisle (Shirttail) and 
Ralph are different brothers can be. The former 
the hero and bewildered fallen idol rapid succes 
sion; the latter fumbling, bungling gawk youth. 


the others, Chet Alison, the coach, interested only 
moving brighter and bigger fields, using his boys 
merely stepping stones. The principal, 
—Goss, man imposing stature who long ago 
ceased fighting the town and its wishes, expr 

the school board, though has never ceased grow- 
ing. The young Jewish science teacher, Alfred 
“Bugsy,” fights losing battle against intellectual dis- 
honesty and race prejudice, but wins Ellen Cal- 
lander. Ellen herself challenges the town living 
alone and having male visitors, albeit she ever under 
the watchful eyes Miss Eloise Marcy, her landlady 
next door, who constantly complains about the cus 
sidness [sic] mankind and his offspring—and deer. 


complete the gallery, there are the excellent 
trayals Brant Susie’s first husband, man 
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tremendous patience; Charles Kendall, who waited 
and waited, after Brandt died, for Susie say, 


though has never asked because had been crip- 
pled during the war; and, finally, Bessie Maitland, 
the eccentric maid the motel run Susie’s sister and 


brother-in-law. 


such aggregate The Walk Down Main Street 
made. There not only story. There cross- 
section humanity. And there much wisdom, 
much artistry Miss Moore’s book that this reviewer 
recommends for all. 

Oscar Bouise, 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Downes, Donald The Easter Dinner 
Rinehart. Mar. 10,1960. 276p. $3.50. 


The winter 1943-44 was trying one for the in- 
habitants Rome: the city was occupied the Ger- 
man army; the Allied liberators were unpardonably 
slow moving north from Naples; and, even through 
the black market, food supplies were scarce. Donald 
Downes introduces few people who tried 
patient the long wait for liberation, doing what they 
could provide useful information the American 
leaders. repeatedly tells that patience was run- 
ning low; but perhaps because wants entertain 
with lively and amusing episodes, The Easter Dinner 
rarely very sober story, and are seldom very 


eager for the occupation end. 


Perhaps the only character the story who comes 
life Ciccio Massimo, sixty-year-old 
layer hired American spies and sympathetic natives 
help Allied prisoners gain freedom through the 
underground and gather information about German 
movements. But this part his life does not come off 
nearly well the episodes involving his family 
life. Ciccio’s wife Clementina nags and bullies him. 
Ignorant his spying, she cannot understand why 
must much bricklaying night. she insists 
that despite great shortages food there must meat 
and wine celebrate the daughter’s engagement. This 
celebration gives the novel its name. 


From the outset, The Easter Dinner involves people 
from every social level: Ciccio, the laborer; Conte 
Luchino Danesi, Roman chief organization seek- 
ing justice and liberty, the Party Action; Donna 
Felice Cavo, the Conte’s beautiful fiancée, who also 
active gathering information for the Allies; Paolo 
Macdougall, alias Manzone, American officer put 
ashore submarine engage espionage; and Livio, 
Ciccio’s young son who willingly assists his father 
daring spy work. Other names are mentioned, but 
there never the palpable presence real people fill- 
ing Rome. 


carry messages the Allied command, Macdougall 
and Luchino arrange for the delivery, again sub- 
Marine, some prize homing pigeons trained the 
Army Signal Corps. Ciccio charged with keep- 
ing these pigeons, but never suspects what they are 
intended for. So, when Easter comes, kills twenty- 
three the birds provide feast for many guests 
who are all celebrating his daughter’s engagement. 


replace the pigeons, Ciccio and his son raid the roost 
kept German officer. Thereafter, all Allied mes- 
sages are carried directly Nazi headquarters. now 
the situation almost ludicrous. 


The novel ends with the arrival the American forces, 
who decorate Ciccio for his invaluable work. One 
the few signs realism the book the disillusion- 
ment the Romans when power transferred the 
Allies. Starvation does not suddenly end. are 
the Americans properly grateful for the help given 
the Party Action. 


The Easter Dinner moves pleasant tempo and con- 
tains enough variety maintain the interest every- 


one. 
Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Conton, William The African 
Little, Brown. Mar. 15, 1960. 244p. $4.00. (Ila) 
“Union Now, Self-Government Five Years,” was the 
slogan Kisimi Kamara. seemed first like 
reckless boast, but became reality within the time 
specified. The British government the African 
colony Songhai offered only token opposition, and 
the strong-arm methods rival political party failed 
prevent independence and the election Kisimi 
the first Prime Minister the new country. 


And yet during his early years Kisimi’s aim life was 
much more modest. merely wanted receive 
good education order enjoy the material comforts 
which the teaching profession Songhai would bring 
him. But two instances racial discrimination turned 
his thoughts political career. 


While studying England met Greta, white girl 
from South Africa. She brought him her fiancé, 
Friedtok Hertog, but the latter refused shake hands 
with “Nigger,” contemptuously called Kisimi, 
and even broke off his engagement. few night later 
while Kisimi and Greta were out walking they were 
deliberately run down automobile. Greta was 
instantly killed, and had spend many months 
hospital. 


The second event was gruesome account the treat- 
ment the negroes the Union South Africa. 
This article led him, tells us, “to the big decision 
life, devote all energies politics, that 
first Songhai and then later, hoped, throughout 
Africa, could help free men from domination 
peoples other races.” 


Kisimi never lost sight this goal, and later was in- 
strumental laying the foundation for United States 
Africa one the most effective means ending 
racial discrimination the continent. one the 
early meetings discuss the question federation 
pathetic letter was read from negro society South 
Africa. After describing the injustice which they 
were subjected, the members appealed for ten million 
pounds order boycott every mine, farm and com- 
mercial house the country, and thus force the gov- 
ernment treat the black the equal the white 
man. Kisimi persuaded the congress authorize the 


loan, and gave his office Prime Minister order 
organize the boycott himself. Another reason for 
doing was find out from Friedrik Hertog himself 
whether was implicated the murder Greta. 
eventually comes face face with Friedrik, but the 
hatred his heart turns pity when sees his enemy 
lying helplessly drunk the street. And here the 
story abruptly ends. 


William Conton, British-educated teacher Ghana, 
has written brilliant and gripping novel. helps 
understand better why and how the negroes Africa 
have became independent, and also the ideas and the 
ideals that many them have for their beloved con- 
tinent. makes fearful, however, what the future 
has store for the Union South Africa its persists 
its present policy apartheid. 

Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

Santa Maria University, 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Griffin, Gwyn Something Achievement 
Holt. Mar. 284p. $4.95. 


The critics gave high praise Gwyn Griffin’s first novel, 
the North Gate, and it’s safe bet that they will like 
this one too. There have been many fictionalized 
accounts British colonial life that most readers will 
know that follows rigid pattern. The Englishman 
abroad expected conduct himself all respects 
like the Englishman home. There much stress 
keeping appearances and doing the right thing, and 


any deviation from the behavior pattern could easily 


dash one’s hope for advancement. Cecil Spurgeon 
was aware this and, fact, found fault with the 
system. “came from that most godless section 
the British nation, the impecunious middle class, the 
chronically worried, the shiny-suited, 
Unmarried forty-nine, Cecil had been more than 
twenty years this British colony East Africa. 
had risen the rank senior officer charge rural 
police. all his being yearned for the position 
Deputy Commissioner, post soon vacated. 
Then Spurgeon did extraordinary thing. While 
French girl, and with his bride and her younger brother 
returned “Seawinds,” his shabby house the 
Colony’s residential area. time all Cecil was 
trouble, right his old school tie. soon 
realized that the marriage was mistake. His young 
wife and her brother created number embarrassing 
situations their unBritish conduct. Eventually the 
girl began affair with the young skipper harbor 
tug. The final humiliation came when Jewish ter- 
rorist escaped from compound Cecil’s district and 
committed murder. All hope the Deputy Com- 
missionership lost, despondent Cecil drafted his resig- 
nation. Then final desperate effort located and 
destroyed the escaped terrorist. lost his wife but 
won the Deputy Commissionership, more than fair 
exchange according Cecil’s way thinking. The 
main “character” Something Achievement 
not Officer Spurgeon but the British 
Pompous and tyrannical takes account man’s 
true worth but judges him according standards that 
are vain and devoid meaning. There mistaking 
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author Griffin’s derisive tone. The title has 
its proper context itself scathing indictment: 
“The English are ease society ,as they were 
lords everywhere and the world belonged them— 
that they may also sometimes complete idiots, 
allow readily; but really complete idiot 
itself something achievement.”—(Goethe) 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Forton, Jean Isabelle 
Criterion. Mar. 18,1960. 192p. $3.95. (III) 

For many our contemporaries, the Twentieth Cen- 
tury has witnessed the death throes the Absolute. 
Some, like Malraux, have after agonizing search 
found new and authentic value, they feel, the 
creative and liberating power great art. Others, like 
Camus, have sought antidote life’s essential ab- 
surdity man’s capacity for defiant heroism the 
face cruel destiny. Still others less vigorous 
intellect and character, like the nameless hero Jean 
Forton’s novel Isabelle, have found themselves the vic- 
tims the deadly fall-out from this unprecedented 
explosion traditional values. don’t know why 
the world,” remarks; “the only thing 
certain dying one day. man’s common lot 
lurks absurdity which would matter for despair 
everyday life were not concerned with distracting 
from it.” 


Forton’s hero seeks his distraction physical pleasure. 
cynical and unhappy, man thirty-four whose 
childhood experience untold horror have left him 
without belief illusion, whose modest income allows 
him the leisure drift aimlessly about the streets 
Paris. Other people finds boring and fights shy 
any personal involvement with them. The anonymity 
being adrift the city rather relishes with “the 
same sort exhilaration (he) used feel child 
when (he) unwrapped bar chocolate eat bed 
night without sharing with (his) brother.” 
each evening records his journal the variety 
moods that have possessed him during the day—bring- 
ing the task exacting devotion that, admits 
might better employed building cathe- 
rals. 


For years his predominating interest has been women. 
unchecked, the sexual instinct can all too easily 
monopolize man’s dreams, thwart any constructive 
activity that specifically human, poison any normal 
human relationship. predictable inversion 
values, sex takes for him the aura great mystery 
that surpasses understanding and evokes the sense 
wonder and awe hitherto reserved for the divine. Thus 
the climax one affair can exclaim: 
unknown man with unknown woman, anony- 
mous man, fighting desperately drown myself, lose 
myself featureless woman whose beauty was the 


the street one day, schoolgirl 
his eye and thereafter the book record his 
fatuation. Once under the spell Isabelle’s innocence 
and inaccessibility, plots her seduction with the 
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patience and cunning hunter out after rare and 
elusive game. senses correctly that hap- 
piness lies only genuine and deep love for another, 
deludes himself into thinking that what feels for 
will release him from lifetime misery. 
Actually, has reached point where psycho- 
logically incapable love. embarked rather 
monstrous manipulation fellow human being 
the interests gratifying his unbearable thirst for sen- 
sual pleasure. The plot charts the feverish course 
his passion: its chance awakening, the first high hopes 
and false promise fulfillment, the seduction 
aftermath. 

Forton has chosen tell the grim story through the 
nightly entries his wayward hero’s journal. 
wise choice, for the device admirably suited fol- 
lowing the erratic path sick mind and heart 
their quest for excitement that forbidden con- 
sience and the time-proven conventions mankind. 
The author perhaps too graphic times his de- 
but context their power shock muted 
and should not unduly disturb the more mature reader. 
The translation David Hughes is, with the exception 
few minor flaws, first rate. 


Although the subject matter the novel can easily 
lend itself lurid advertising campaign, the discrimi- 
nating reader will discover Isabelle brilliantly writ- 
ten and often affecting account one man’s flight 
fom human love and his piteous descent into the 
black waters narcissism. 

William Walsh, 

Baltimore, Maryland 


Duerrenmatt, Friedrich Traps 
Knopf. Mar. 7,1960. 115p. $1.25, paperbound. 
This the novella which the current play The 
Deadly Game based. The story the by-now- 
familiar one the salesman whose car breaks down 
Swiss village. The traveler put for the 
night retired judge and pays for his Lucullan re- 
past playing game with the ex-judge 
cronies. The salesman becomes defendant trial 
which the judge and his neighbors take the parts 
prosecutor, defense attorney, and even executioner. 


first the salesman finds the trial great sport and, 
under the spell good wine and fellowship, proceeds 
relate the affair had had with his employer’s wife 
and the subsequent death the employer heart 
attack. his hubris the defendant boasts his clever- 
ness and even maintains that has carefully planned 
the death his employer. The defense attorney makes 
impassioned plea that this crime due the age 
and the decay Western Civilization. But the 
judge, realizing that the crime the one grand act the 
has ever done, pronounces the death sentence 
not disappoint our dear friend.” Though the 
whole trial has been truly game, the salesman over- 
with guilt and, the secret his room, 
hangs himself. 

The Kafka-like fable told with beautiful and chilling 
The narrative crackles with irony and the 
teader never quite sure whether the story sheer 
fantasy all-too-terrible reality. the course 


the trial many profound judgments guilt, society, 
justice, reality, and modern life are voiced. The book 
can read little more than hour, but its haunting 
memory will endure for months. 


Stephen Laut, 


Wheeling College, 
Wheeling, West Virginia 


McGerr, Patricia 
Martha, Martha Biblical Novel 
Kenedy. Mar. 24, 1960. 276p. $3.95. 


There can few housewives who have never felt kin- 
ship with the busy Martha Bethany, and who have 
never felt the sting the words, “Thou art busy about 
many things Mary has chosen the better 
Martha had not been busy, muse, who would 
have cleaned the house, carried the water, cooked the 
meal the Lord was eating? And how could the Lord, 
always understanding, speak Some quick 
research uncovered one interpretation: The Catholic 
Commentary Holy Scripture interprets this 
friendly, familiar scene, with Our Lord half-humorously 
suggesting that Martha satisfied with only simple 
meal, that she should relax and join Mary His feet. 


Patricia McGreer has evidently been pondering the same 
thing, and the result easy-to-read novel exploring 
another interpretation. Here Martha practical, non- 
sense sort person, diligent, tireless cook and house- 
keeper. The elder daughter, she charged with the 
care Mary and Lazarus, and the household, since 
the death their mother. Mary lovely light- 
minded young girl, the apple her father’s eye, Lazarus 
the frail but beloved brother. momentary indiscre- 
tion the part Martha’s betrothed toward Mary 
enrages Martha, who then insists that Pappas and Mary 
should marry immediately and leave for home 
Magdala. 

The marriage not happy one, and reports come 
Martha Mary’s frivolity, her association with cour- 
tesans and unbelievers and finally the terrible news 
that Mary frequenter Herod’s court. Martha 
remains Bethany with Lazarus, proud her self- 
sacrifice and upright life, yet feeling unappreciated. 
The public life Our Lord always the back- 
ground Martha’s story, her righteous disapproval 
Mary and insistence the proprieties hardening her 
heart His message. She and Judas, both “practical” 
souls, are drawn each other. Mary’s dramatic re- 
pentance the Master’s feet annoys Martha—after 
all, she has always been good woman, yet the Master 
overlooks her virtues and goes far rebuke her. 


not until Martha stands beneath the Cross that 
the light comprehension pierces her soul. She sees 
the self-righteous, unforgiving pride that was worse 
sin than anything Mary ever did. The old housewifely 
habits die hard though. Easter morning, when 
Mary and the apostles are running the empty 
sepulchre, “she turned again the direction Beth- 
any. His mother’s there, she reminded herself, and 
began move with all speed. must make prepara- 
tions for His coming.” 


Miss McGerr has written engrossing story, based 
considerable research, with leavening 


Ne 
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hard imagine housewife who wouldn’t enjoy this 
book, and number unmade beds and unwashed 
wishes result, that might not too bad. 
Mary O’C. Moriarity, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


MacManus, Francis American Son 
Knopf. Mar. 21, 1960. 256p. 
The Irish author, Francis McManus, diligent ob- 
server and reporter particular type American 
family, gained doubt from his recent travels 
America. 


Michael Donovan’s stay the United States was finan- 
ced the United States Department State. the 
time reached Santa Fé, found himself uncom- 
fortably short cash and anxiously awaiting ex- 
pected check from his publisher. There Martha Wade, 
patron the arts and wife millionaire Melville 
Wade, took him under her protective wing. Michael 
Donovan found himself somewhat reluctantly drawn 
into the intimacies the Wade family life and, 
spite himself, into search for Terry Wade, who 
was last heard from Dublin. Terry Wade had gone 
Europe presumably for the same reason that 
many other young carefree Americans go. But his pro- 
longed absence five years with almost non-existent 
contact with his family had caused his mother be- 
come psychological case and his father resort 
hiring detective report his son’s activities. 
Michael’s search for Terry Wade ends the shocking 
discovery young man, bearded and sandaled, living 
shabby room Dublin’s tenement area and earn- 
estly seeking answer his question how learn 
love God. Melville Wade prevails upon his son 
return America where, assume, resumes his 
former life, acquiescent his mother’s neurotic de- 
mands and his father’s overwhelming success. 


Characterization and writing are good. Descriptions 
Santa Fé, San and particularly Maria 
Martinez, the potter, are sympathetic. 


The first American edition American Son Borzoi 
Book, paperback edition. The print excellent; the 
margins wide; the binding strong. 
Mrs. Charles Collier, 
Los Angeles, California 


Fischer, Marjorie Mrs. Sherman’s Summer 
Lippincott. Mar. 25,1960. 254p. $3.95. (IIb) 

The Lippincott Prize has been awarded this year Mrs. 
Marjorie Fischer’s third novel. kindly, realistic, 
good-humored study Jewish family life that short 
plot but discerning the subtleties human 


Mrs. Adelaide Sherman, widow seventy-one, 
spending the summer 1911 traditional fashion 
with the whole clan gathered her large home 
Long Island. Five daughters (Claudie, Emma, Belle, 
Minnie, Flora), four sons (Larry, Joe, Aaron, Simon), 
the in-laws, and grandchildren make quite array; 
and she sorts out the cast the zany opening chap- 
ters, the reader anticipates visit with the likes the 
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Sycamores You Can’t Take With You. Once 
has relaxed with his slippers on, however, discovers 
considerable discontent and friction beneath the lively 
surface. 


Claudie contemplating divorce from Carl, whose 
problems are aggravated need money. Belle 
already engaged divorce proceedings while 
sorting with libidinous Alec; the last minute she 
avoids his bed but then develops problem love with 
gentile Paul Haydon. Emma’s and Minnie’s mutual 
dislike flares into recurrent quarrels. Flora, recently 
widowed, Europe maneuvering new marriage and 
trying convince the folks its respectability. Simon 
plays solitary, selfish game. Larry caught the 
toils the family brokerage, which hates, and 
borrowing money for bad stock purchases and Persian 
miniatures, which are his real interest. Even Frieda 
the nurse miscegenetic affair with Morton the 
chauffeur, and granddaughter Susan evading love 
the hay with the neighboring Ryan boys. 


the background always Joe, quiet but heavy- 
drinking tyrant hated all and controlling everyone’s 
life. holds the money since runs the family 
brokerage; and although allows himself 
common-law marriage with Kate Wilkins, exacts 
rigid standards everyone else. 


Eventually Mrs. Sherman, apprised several 
plights her brood, proves herself still matriarch. She 
moves Joe with finality; forbids him interfere 
with Belle’s marriage Paul, orders him lend Carl 
the money needed, makes him pay off Larry’s debts and 
treat the boy human being, and sends him away 
chastened bully. Flora catches her new husband also, 
and the end brings full harmony centered “Ma.” 


The book for adults, who will find stylistically 
undistinguished diversion rewarding chiefly its genial 
humanity and sympathetic understanding Jewish 


domestic mores. 
George Grauel, Ph.D. 


Llewellyn, Richard 

Up, Into the Singing Mountain 
Doubleday. Feb. 378p. $4.95. 
Richard Llewellyn, known most readers for his 
mously successful How Green Was Valley, has 
attempted sequel that first novel his latest work, 
Up, Into the Singing Mountain. This reviewer 
the outset forced suggest that this novel has 
fallen victim the fate most sequels. ordinary 
almost every sense the word. Not even Llewellyn’s 
translation his characters into the romantic setting 
Patagonia, his frequently exciting portraits the 
rugged beauty the can rescue his plot 
characters from certain fundamental problems whi 
beset them. 


Patagonia, the southern third Argentina, is, course, 
haphazard choice for the setting the novel. 
1949, intrigued discovery that group Welsh 
miners had migrated there and had retained traditional 
Welsh customs and language, visited this land, and 
1958 take his permanent residence 
there. 
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the novel, Huw Morgan, Llewellyn’s hero, recounts 
the particulars similar odyssey. Saddened the 
many problems which prevent his marriage his be- 
Bron, his brother’s widow, comes Patagonia, 
takes his trade cabinet-making under the sponsor- 
ship the Widow Glyn, and becomes part the 
bustling life the city. His initial happiness and suc- 
cess his work, the suspicions the townspeople, the 
vicious charges dishonesty brought against him, the 
affair with the Widow Glyn, all are recounted with 
certain degree forthrightness and narrative skill. 
the heart the story, however, Huw’s deep and 
abiding love for Lal Corwen, the strong, beautiful 
daughter Vrann Corwen who constantly thwarts the 
plans for marriage. 


Lal’s extreme devotion her worthless father and 
the preservation the security Maes Corwen, the 
family estate, almost destroys the love affair,, and only 
brings their love final triumph. The 
climax the novel comes with the great floods which 
drive the inhabitants long, painful forced march 
the security the Andes. this section that 
Llewellyn his best. His descriptions the power 
and ravages the floods, the agonies and sorrows 
the people, and their tremendous dedication 
the cause survival, possess excitement which can- 
not denied. His portrayal the final conquest and 
their gaining their ultimate destination, the City 
the Mill, exceptionally well done: “Lal brought the 
horses and harnessed them, singing, and the wagons 


were passing, and thongs spoke from weight, and the 


whips were busy, and wheels turned hands with 
blood, but the King Kings was with and passed, 
because Shall Reign, Forever and Ever, on, and up, 
into the singing mountain.” 


Despite individual sections narrative and descriptive 
power, there basic lack intensity which manifests 
itself almost everywhere the book. The characters 
rarely stand out more than shadowy figures; their 
problems not often command our attention. Even 
the style seems suffer from this lack intensity; 
frequently wordy, involved, and difficult follow: 
aword, there is, use expression Sean O’Faolain, 
too much alloy and not enough the gold great 
fiction Llewellyn’s latest effort. 


John Mahoney, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Stephens, Edward One More Summer 
Doubleday. Mar. 17, 1960. 523p. $4.95. (IV) 


When, accident wind and wave, spit land 
grew out into the sea from the California coast between 
los Angeles and San Diego, the popular little resort 
town Baja Vista was born. Now, however, 1940, 
the community faced economic disaster from pending 
governmental action straightening the main coastal 
highway, thereby limiting access the shore. The title 
Mr. Stephens’ novel, his second, refers the one 
summer prosperity left for the full-time 
cater the summer trade. 


Out these ingredients interesting and penetrating 
novel could have been constructed. Unfortunately 


has not been. Considering the content, the town’s 
name, meaning “lower view,” seems ironically appropri- 
ate. Written the tradition Peyton Place, this book 
deals generously with lust; the Searle family illustra- 
tive: teen-age Gwendolyn Searle, who draws males 
bulb draws insects, exerts her power exciting only 
torment; her hypocrite father voyeur; her brother 
Bentley, tortured sexual desires and not above incest, 
finally goes prison for child-murder; his doting 
mother largely responsible for her son’s maladjust- 
ment. 

Presumably the main characters this novel,however, 
are meant the widowed Gladys Harwyn, operator 
the Harwyn Motel, and her sixteen-year-old son 
Philip. Mother and son are sundered the former’s 
passionate attachment man she recognizes un- 
worthy her, and Philip makes allegiances elsewhere. 


times, this novel shows promise developing into 
serious and able study community and its people. 
The scene the Beeman yacht when young Bentley 
Searle for the first time treated like man shows per- 
ceptivity and bears witness the author’s training 
psychology. But such scenes, for the most part taste- 
fully developed and psychologically sound, grow in- 
creasingly rare, and after Part the book degener- 
ates into melodrama and tiresome incident. typical 
dilemma: Will Gladys Haryn yield the lustful de- 
mands Irving Searle (who owns her property) 
order save her motel? have Mexican pachuco 
gang (with knives) routing gangsters (with guns) who 
have invaded the town anticipation oil being dis- 
covered. have attempted rape and actual mutila- 
tion recounted detail; have murder and insanity. 


Perhaps most objectionable the philosophy which 
one point adultery condoned: Bentley Searle, 
are told, went astray because was denied sexual 
outlet; and married woman gives herself young 
Philip Harwyn the comforting assurance that she 
saving him from similar fate giving him something 
every normal boy needs. She rejoices, use her 
words, “things which have been done insure 
the proper blooming adolescent normality.” This is, 
course, rubbish. 

One disappointed Mr. Stephens’ failure pro- 
duce more satisfying book. More the pity since 
obviously has the potential for writing superior 
novel. His expository-descriptive passages about the 
town show both literary grace and close observation 
geographical area knows. can witty, satiric, 
and perceptive. But whole, One More Summer 
must rejected good even serious novel, 
both moral and esthetic grounds. 


John Phillipson, Ph.D. 


Colin Absolute Beginners 
Macmillan. Mar. 223p. $3.75. (IV) 


The hero this novel eighteen-year-old English 
boy who moves the beatnik and juvenile delinquent 
circles contemporary London. The plot extremely 
jerky and ridiculous. The narrator photographer 
who deals pornographic pictures and lives fur- 
nished room slum section London. The pro- 
tagonist’s friend, Wizard, procurer. Suzette, the 


girl friend the hero, works secretary fashion 
studio and decides marry Henley, her employer. The 
hero protests unsuccessfully. follow the leading 
character his parent’s home,—his mother runs 
boarding house brothel, and his father has been shat- 
tered the depression the Thirties. The hero hates 
his mother and half-brother but admires his father. 
meet the Fabulous Hoplite, homosexual, and 
girl named Big Jill, who degenerate. learn 
about education the streets and the jazz clubs. 
meet the Misery Kid and Dean Swift, who takes dope. 
Next learn that Wizard has decided give his 
first occupation and become kept man. The hero 
photographs series with Hoplite and the ex-Deb-of- 
Last-Year; tells about Gilbert and Sullivan con- 
cert attends with his Dad; tells about his ill- 
ness, about the Teddy boys, about Ron Todd, Marxist 
folk singer. Then are taken into the race riots. 
Suzy deserts her husband and reclaimed the hero. 
His dad dies and inherits some money. decides 
Brazil escape the race trouble, but finally 
chooses stay England. 


incredible how bad this novel is. has style, 
and obviously contrived, (the number coinci- 
dences characters meeting other characters fan- 
tastic). The author drags his plot (if may 
called that) with finesse. Long stretches descrip- 
tion and narration are completely arid. The dialogue 
undoubtedly realistic British juvenile delinquent 
slang, but dull and repetitious. The book com- 
pletely worthless, and disturbed that reputable 
publisher would bother issue such trash. use the 
jargon this novel, the Absolute Beginners the 


absolute worst. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Bishop, Leonard The Angry Time 
Fell. Mar. 319p. $4.50. (IV) 

Leonrd Bishop describing sensational situation his 
Angry Time, prison break from brutally adminis- 
tered reform school, somewhere New England. Any 
one, two, even three the ingredients this 
novel the readers could accept. There may young 
degenerates like Waxy Simon, self-consciously crippled 
because his birth destroyed his mother’s health; 
Jimbo Rigetti, who enjoys reform school with its oppor- 
tunities for homosexuality and brutality; Kenny 
Davis, intelligent, sensitive, Leonard Bishop’s hero, who 
serving term after his first inadvertent excursion 
into gang warfare. 


There could warden like Marcy, alcoholic, 
embezzler, more interested remaining out prison 
himself than helping the young inmates for whom 
responsible. There may chief guards like 
Clawson, sadistic, sexually perverted. There may 
staff wives like Gretta Clawson, nymphomaniac who 
regularly seduces the inmates assigned her cottage. 


There may institutions where the chief officials not 
only hate each other, but indulge name calling and 
murderous fights. There may prisons where sadistic 
killers keep their jobs despite the fact that the parole 
board members are well aware the situation. There 
may prison doctors, like Rona, inept and eager 
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save his own professional reputation that never 
occurs him take the obvious steps clean the 
reform school. All these characters and situations 
one book any one reform school, are simply in- 
credible, and raise some questions about the integrity 
the author’s intention. 


Seduction, homosexual encounters, perversion, brutality 
are clinically described The Angry Time. was 
Leonard Bishop’s intention evoke compassion his 
readers, has sensationally failed. 


Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Robinson, Arthur Departure from the Rules 
Putnam. Mar. 18, 1960. 316p. $3.95. (IV) 


The Dobbs had fine reputation the fleet; she was 
also known “happy” ship. But when Jerald Karst 
took command found almost total lack 
cipline, little organization, lackadaisical way 
performing routine tasks. 


Lieutenant, junior grade, Allan Byrne, gunnery officer 
the Dobbs, the real hero the story. Byrne 
who the main target Karst’s efforts establish the 
discipline felt the ship should have; Byrne whose 
amorous exploits are told detail; Byrne who stands 
out among the other officers; Byrne whose method 
carrying out maneuver might have saved the Dobbs; 
Byrne who was the principal character the inquiry 
that followed the loss the ship. 


Many the descriptions are good and the naval back- 
ground shows much more than merely passing ac- 
quaintance with the subject, but the plot, such 
may called, the hackneyed one conflict between 
captain and junior officer. large part the book 
devoted sex, from the lust older man for his 
sixteen-year-old adopted daughter sensuous 
tions some the younger men’s evenings ashore. 


The book not recommended for any readers. 


Capt. Moses, U.S.N. (Ret.) 


Rogers, Ray Mount The Long White Cloud 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 23, 1960. 346p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This book novel concerning the white settlers 
New Zealand. Unless you are particularly interested 
this remote land, don’t think that this book will 
appeal you. Not that there anything particularly 
bad about the book, just hasn’t what takes. This 
opinion probably doesn’t hold for English audience 
and more probably not for New Zealand audience; 
but the story will not move American audience 
unless perhaps that broad segment which interested 
horses. Actually there much about the training 
and racing horses this book that almost becomes 
the main topic. 


The story concerns young Englishman who has killed 
man brawl sent out New Zealand 
parole. tries his hand horse training. How- 
ever, things poorly New Zealand and returns 
England with his horse. enters the horse the 
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Grand National. Later returns New Zealand 
start life anew. 

This novel far away land written American 
who was born New Zealand. lived there the 
early years his life, writes from first hand 


knowledge. 
James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Catto, Max The Melody Sex 
Morro. Mar. 246p. $3.50. 


The title this English import purports play 
the word malady. There unidentified quotation 
the title page prove it, listed simply “from the 
Greek.” The author seems have received some 
bright critical reviews past novels and continues 
write along with these critical comments sus- 
penseful story lines and colorful storytelling. 


The theme deals with another aspect conformity, 
which fashionable with the “avant-garde” today. 
The premise that ladies questionable calling may 
become respectable has inventive wit its own, and 
has been done more tellingly before. The plot, with 
Gallic coloration, rattles along Cinderella fashion 
and advances series grotesqueries that main- 
tains cartoon quality. frank beyond the bounds 
sophistication which general readers will seem 
bald and bold-faced. 


The cue this Grimm Brothers jackanapes found 


the first wonderful thing about fairy- 
tales, Gaston said, that, like miracles, they sometimes 
happen.” this obvious statement wasn’t true, where 
would our writers get their experiences, which are de- 
lightedly reported graphic detail? any rate, the 
tale wound and the introductory chatter highlights 
several amusing comments the twentieth century. 
discussing the wealthy class America, Gaston has 
specific views. “They (oil and steel barons) are the 
new princes the earth These and the Krush- 
chevs—the cowboys and the commissars—they are 
turning the world upside down.” 


And Gaston continues his Gallic views with: “Every 
American cherishes the tradition the desperado. 
They have statues intellectuals their cities, but 
enshrined their hearts statue the unbathed, 
gun-toting Wild West frontiersman. The flea-ridden 
pioneer who led the covered wagons across the prairies, 
who searched the mountain gulches for gold, who ham- 
mered out the trails the Pacific. The Americans are 
desperate because the great epic over; the fairy-tale 
finished: there are more frontiers pushed 


the West.” 


Gaston then relates the story one these new prin- 
ces: Harry Kelso, young, ruggedly attractive, and owner 
five six hundred million dollars. Furthermore, 
was the image more ways than knew his 
grandfather, who had subdued both his 
wife and his oxen pioneering trek over the Oregon 
trail. Harry also prudish and puritanical and takes 
adim view private business club found oper- 
ating the basement one his Paris real estate 
oldings. Overnight, Stripperie, and its attractive 
owners, Eloise, Fanny, and Amélie, were out work. 


When pointed out him the local gendarmerie 
that also responsible for the future well-being 
the three, (because has deprived them their live- 
lihood), compensates each with ten thousand 
dollars. 
The girls, course, make grand success their 
investment money. Eloise becomes the proprietress 
the most fashionable dog salon Paris; Fanny, chan- 
teuse international interest, and Amélie, 
couturiére. Now the Cinderella theme fades and the 
battle the sexes begins, with each girl out for revenge. 
Harry desolated the ingenious foray continues until 
remembers his grandfather and finally takes Amélie 
via wagon-cart over the storm-laden Maritime Alps. 
According the dust-jacket, will soon produced 
film. The locales will colorful, certainly, with 
fisticuffs and blinding rains the Alps, but what will 
happen the story not for children. 

Judson LaHaye, 

Montebello, California 


Gallico, Paul Mrs. ’Arris Goes New York 
Doubleday. Mar. 192p. $2.50. 

The indomitable little Cockney char, the widowed Ada 
who went Paris buy herself smashing 
dress from Dior, decides New York find the 
soldier father poor little nine-year-old who 
has been left the rough mercilessness the shiftless 
Gussets, her next-door neighbors Gardens, 
Battersea, London. And you know yer Ada ’Arris, 
when she makes her mind something gets 
done, does. How she and her friend, Mrs. Violet 
Butterfield New York, smuggle young Henry 
Brown into the past customs and immigration 
officialdom, search for and eventually find the errant 
erstwhile Private George Brown who had married Pansy 
Cott 1950, makes another appealing and times 
uproarious adventure the annals Mrs. ’Arris. 
you don’t read this soon, surely seeing 
the films, the actors’ strike doesn’t wreck the industry. 
Mrs. ’Arris real charmer, irresistible and uncan- 
nily credible. Recommended the word for this 


lively tale. 


Braine, John From the Hand the Hunter 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 21, 1960. 277p. $3.75. (IIb) 
When author tries the theme defeat but pur- 
posely avoids the time-honored treatments melo- 
drama and grand tragedy, has indeed attempted 
difficult task. The author the successful Room 
the Top, (his first novel), sets himself just such task 
this, his second novel. 

Where the first novel’s theme was success won the 
cost self-respect, treated with brutal frankness, the 
theme this one the failure neurotic and prac- 
tically spineless character who comes love his defeat, 
also treated with frankness, brutal and often unlovely. 
The result certainly workmanlike job and must 
considered successful view the hazards inherent 
the challenge; but seems unlikely that this will 
appeal widely the first did. 


The story nearly one-third over before the “hero” 
sufficiently delineated human being who deserves 


recognition from the reader. Dick Corvey, young 
English war veteran tuberculosis hospital the 
first page; bit bit the author surrenders small pieces 
Corvey’s past form memories sick man 
who has accepted all manner defeat, not only from 
his physical affliction, but from his past, his friends, 
his fiancée, his whole life. The author seems take 
pains keep from sympathizing with Corvey and 
this may what intended do. But not easy 
arouse even interest failure which has resulted 
from inability resist succession life’s common 
afflictions. only this had been grand tragedy? But 
Corvey’s failures are the same occur numberless 
times around us, us, our acquaintances, which 
sometimes succumb, but other times resist and over- 
come. 

Eventually the author does tease his chief figure with 
the prospect possible success the present; and here 
the reader’s interest also teased. All this embodied 
the age-old device the sympathetic nurse. Braine’s 
denouement not plot-cliche, however. Somehow, 
must keep Dick Corvey from getting success sheer 
luck contrivance, and yet leave the possibility 
winning greater victory, the mere act trying 
succeed, 

The story realistic, morbidly when recall the 
central character. Yet Mr. Braine usually avoids the 
vulgarities expression that the situations might have 
included. cannot complain, course, about the 
British slang and idiom; can only suffer it, remem- 
bering how often American authors inflict their slang 
upon those who are unfamiliar with it. One omission 
worth mentioning. Religion, seems, failed touch 
the soul this rather common man supposedly 
Christian nation. Job, some glimmer religious 
faith should have affected Dick Corvey his time 
tribulation. But the author has chosen, appar- 
ently realistic treatment, use religion only one 
somewhat disparaging scene. Much attention given, 
however, the juvenile superstitions Corvey and his 
closest. boyhood chum about “Nelly and the Vodi,” 
evil spirits who were always responsible for misfortune 
and calamity. 

this true portrayal much the war and post- 
war generations England, wonder those proud 
islands have brought forth “teddy boys” and “angry 


men.” 
Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Syers, William Edward 
The Seven: Navy Subchaser 
Sloan Pearce. Mar. 21, 1960. 373p. $4.95. 


This not the story subchaser, but the men who 
made her run, especially the skipper, and evidently 
autobiography the author, who was the captain 
during the war. Writing interesting man- 
ner, Syers spoils otherwise good start his literary 
career his use gutter language and sex, presumably 
with the idea that such was necessary portray his 
Navy, else sell his manuscript. 


The Seven was built hurry and her crew, including 
the captain, were trained hurry meet the de- 
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mands German submarines the Caribbean and 
Japanese subs the Pacific. Assigned The Seven 
executive officer, Sam Chance found himself her 
skipper the end the shakdedown training cruise 
and rapidly changed his viewpoints Navy condi- 
tions and traditions. two tankers from Ha- 
vana the Canal, lost both them submarine 
and blamed himself. 


typical Pacific storm took couple tugs away from 
The Seven and Sam was ready for female comfort when 
reached Pearl Harbor. After brief interlude, The 
Seven and her crew then went the wars the islands 
and atolls and the author recounts the gripping episodes 
that made history for the C.’s they scouted and 
acted markers for troop landings. 


This another well written, historical novel World 
War II. Gathered from personal experience, relates 
the trials the Ninety-Day Wonders, the Reserve 
ficers, who left civilian life and three months became 
officers charge sub-chasers and patrol 
should fill the rapidly swelling stories all phases 
the War and entertain those who took part the 
naval conflict the Pacific. However, does not have 
enough depth classed literature and noted 
before, the language forbids recommendation any 
except the perceptive adult. 


John Cullen, 
Lt. Commander, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Portune, Robert Show the Way 
Doubleday. 356p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Fred Jefferson, young negro, has grown large 
northern city. His father was professional organizer 
who toured the country molding negro opinion. 
mother was idealistic young girl when his father 
seduced her but since that time she has become com- 
mon tramp. Fred basically the idealist his mother 
once had been. has done well school and wants 
college. earn tuition works for white 
man, Martin Steiger, professional soldier turned piano 
player, who lost his sight and one leg World War 
Martin bitter and confused. His pride heroism 
blighted his conviction that was bad father. 
Gropingly seeks paternal relationship with Fred. 


When Fred’s friend, Avery Wills, killed 
man’s bullet after snatches street-walker’s hand- 
bag, Fred becomes pawn ferocious contest that 
breaks out between white and black 
the only witness what hapened, Fred wooed 
both sides. Negro agitators see the occasion op- 
portunity embarrass the police. The police guess 
that the incident being exploited and want Fred 
support their view the shooting. Truth their 
side but, even so, they are quite willing pervert facts 
put their case still better light. Fred willing 
testify for them until himself confronted with 
charge attempted rape falsely leveled white 
woman who stole the money had saved for college. 
Now that his word against white person’s the 
police are less disposed credit his testimony. has 
second thoughts about testifying for them about 
death; his negro friends exhort him put loyalty 
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his race first. the climactic moments the book 
the reader learns what choice finally makes. 


The jacket photo the author suggests for him 
Nordic origin. The reader does not need see this 
picture conclude Mr. Portune non-negro. 
writes knowingly life negro community, (his 
portraiture the Jews carries such authority); but 
his attempt portray Fred Jefferson’s dilemma 
creates white world which, the top, seems in- 
credibly well-intentioned toward the negro. And the 
complete lack scrupulosity which characterizes the 
methods his negro agitators implies that, were not 
for such tactics, settlement integration problems 
long since might have been achieved. One commends 
Mr. Portune for his sensitive probing the minds and 
hearts his characters, his negro earth-mothers, and 
his neurasthenic patriots, and for muscular, graphic 
evocation atmosphere and action. But accept his 
conclusions conclude that some extrasensory racial 
impulse has awakened mau-mau spores the blood 
America’s negroes the same time the season free- 
dom has come Africa. Few readers can let 


that. 
John McAleer, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Savadove, Laurence The Sound One Hand 
Sloan Pearce. 1960. 279p. $3.95. 
a 

The Sound One Hand left this reader perplexed for, 
between page one and page 279, interesting plot 
seemed evolve that would make sense out the 
conglomeration words and sentences. pity 
the book not profusely illustrated for then would 
least satisfy Alice providing her minimum re- 
quirements, pictures and conversation. 


The book attempts tell the story fellow named 
Endicott, his pal Renatti, and few other characters 
who decide play beatnik Post War 
cott, being made sterner stuff than his frolicsome 
friends, soon tires the gaiety downtown Tokyo 
and departs for more serene and creative life 
“country beatnik” quiet Japanese village where 
“shacks” with Tomi—eating rice cakes, sleeping till 
noon, chatting with the villagers, having his back 
scrubbed, and sleeping with Tomi. This goes and on. 


The author tries depict new, neo-beat generation 
featuring the Japan who, liking the quiet oriental 
way life and the well-trained Japanese girl wise 
the ways honoring and caring for the male, decides 
cast aside his heritage and become member the 
kimona class.” The try rather weak. The book 
dull, poorly written, simple, and immature effort. 
The realer left with the impression that after quick 
the country, probably soldier, author Sava- 
dove added little his own philosophy, sprinkling 


oriental folklore and came out with the work 
question. 


Any one the thousands individuals who, mem- 

the Armed Forces, have been stationed the 
ulous country Japan will recognize immediately 
the lingo and antics the soldiers playing for laughs 


during the occupation. The country idyll part the 
book seems verge the fantastic the author de- 
scribes his harmonious relations with the simple coun- 
try farmers whose day begins and ends standing knee- 
deep “night working the rice paddies; the in- 
tellectual Harvardian conversations that Endicott en- 
joys with these simple country folk seem farfetched. 


This book recommended for anyone who may in- 
terested fiinding out how Endicott lost his eye. This 
first mentioned the initial page, and finally the 
revelation what happened short description 
the end which anyone out the know sounds 
little ridiculous. exceptionally sexless story 
which may read any age group, providing the 
group particularly partial dull and simple reading. 


Louis Aebischer, 
Lt. Colonel, Artillery, 
University Scranton 


Sagan, Francoise Aimez-vous Brahms 
Dutton. Mar. 10,1960. 127p. $2.95. (IIb) 


Francoise Sagan growing up. Her latest heroine 
not precocious brat, but beautiful and mature 
woman thirty-nine. some splendid intuition, the 
very young Miss Sagan seems understand the feel- 
ings and disenchantment woman many years her 
senior. 


Paule, (no last name; with Miss Sagan everything 
simple except her characters), divorcee, interior 
decorator, and the mistress Roger, assured and 
virile type who avoids marriage assiduously. They have 
their moments contentment; but for Paule there 
that nagging sense and insecurity that 
accompanies unstable relationship and the knowl- 
edge beauty’s inevitable fading. the moment 
when Roger steps out her life briefly for fling with 
film starlet, Simon appears the scene. Twenty- 
five and strikingly handsome and discontented, Simon 
falls love with Paule. She responds tentatively. 
When sends her note inviting her the Salle 
the book its beguiling title and the little phrase becomes 
the key Paule’s predicament and the beginning 
their She can’t remember whether she likes 
Brahms; the question seemed “suddenly reveal 
enormous forgetfulness, all that she had forgotten, all 
the questions she had deliberately refrained from ask- 
ing The romantic Brahms inadvertently leads 
her into the arms Simon. 


The novel avoids banality. The risky situation 
love-affair between young man and older woman 
handled with subtlety. Paule not having last 
fling; and Simon not enamored her 
much more complex relationship. course Miss 
Sagan amoral. The question sin simply does not 
occur her. She not even hypocritical, making bows 
the direction orthodox virtue. But cannot 
admire her for that, must admire her talent, which 
improving considerably. She writes with great style, 
times Proustian; and with clarity and economy 
expression which rare. 

Miriam Flaherty Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


the captain, were trained hurry meet the de- 


Tute, Warren Leviathan 
Little, Brown. Mar. 378p. $4.95. 

This novel the sea principally patterned after the 
history the SS. Queen Mary, the time its enter- 
ing service the largest and fastest passenger vessel the 
world. From the opening, its launching, the story 
covers the fitting out, the crewing, the transatlantic 
service, cruise, troop-carrying 
World War II, and eventual sinking result 
enemy attack. Just prior the fictional loss the 
vessel, there has been inserted the episode 
Queen Mary’s career cutting British cruiser half. 
Against the background the ship, the author has 
placed the stories several characters, some from the 
crew, some from the shore officers the company 
both sides the Atlantic. Chief Susan, who per- 
suades the company create the job “purserette,” 
and who remains aboard wartime Royal Navy 
communications officer. Straining credulity somewhat, 
before she last seen swimming away from the doomed 
hull, she has been romantically involved with several 
persons aboard and has become controlling shareholder 
the steamship company! 

The master Leviathan, Bellerophon Banks, de- 
picted simple black and white steadfast, God- 
fearing, unimaginative, single-minded seafarer. Other 
characters, stiffly delineated, ranging from subversive 
crew members, through weird passengers, the chair- 
man the Board, are uninteresting and negligible. 


Much authentic detail passenger-vessel operation, 
office activity, seamanship and wartime planning, de- 
rived from the author’s genuine knowledge the sea, 
abound throughout the book, even the point 
tedium. The narrative style unobjectionable, but 
uninteresting. Leviathan suitable reading for adults 
with overweening desire read about large pas- 


senger-vessel. 
Clinton Maguire, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Steen, Marguerite The Tower 
Doubleday. Mar. 282p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Evidently there market for Marguerite Steen’s work, 
since this her twenty-seventh novel come off the 
presses. The hero cad the story—you pay your 
money and take your choice—is Tom Proctor, 
gling artist, who has failed become the vogue despite 
couple minor showings his credit. His struggle 
intensified reason the fact that has scarcely 
shilling his name, and his wife, Antonia, are 
burdened with idiot daughter, and wants 
abandon his old and proven style for new and experi- 
mental one. His exhibitors, the Jermyn balk 
the venture. This leaves Tom embarrassed financial- 
and emotionally, since Antonia showing signs 
cracking under the strain nursing the daughter, 


Noelle. 


After solacing his embarrassment long and well 
London tavern, Tom encounters David Lane, Noelle’s 
godfather and gushy type, who lives mainly credit, 
his friends and occasional scenario. After dinner 
and brandy galore the home sister, 
shows Tom reception hall where intends 
lionize, throne and all, Mesurat, distinguished French 
author, designer and painter, who the popular rage 
Tom would like be. Since the interior decorators 
have proved remiss their duty, Tom plunges into the 
nearest bucket paint order cover the walls with 
murals. Working through the rest the evening and 
the following day and night rushes the job com- 
pletion time for the reception. His efforts are hailed 
sensational success the master himself, 
Mesurat. 


Offers other work fail pan out, Noelle becomes 
worse and money tighter, when Mesurat, who has 
been commissioned decorate the interior Moorish 
castle the French Riviera, invites Tom execute 
the work under Mesurat’s direction. unexpected 
cheque from David and the strangling Noelle 
Antonia clear the way. 


Tom finds himself the midst the development 
tourist center, sponsored Mesurat and rich Ameri- 
can widow, both whom unpeel sharp eye for the 
commercial dollar. Antonia leaves Tom, casually 
seduces the young intended David, completes 
masterpiece, and bilked the credit. Antonia and 
Tom are reunited; exeunt lovers with fare enough 
return London. 


There are editorial asides the plight the artist 
the Welfare State, threnodies how England lost the 
war the defeated, who now crowd the Riviera, and 
some befuddled moralizing about the Hippocratic oath 
and mercy-killing. All all, matter how you slice 
the pages, don’t want it, you can have it, it’s too flat 


for me. 
Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C. 


Gold, Herbert Love and Like 
Dial. Mar. 23,1960. 307p. $3.95. 


Fourteen short stories the author The Optimist 
and The Man Who Was Not With It, (among other 


death; his negro friends exhort him put loyalty 
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novels), all which have appeared previously maga- 
comprise this attractive volume. Notable among 
them are “The Heart the Artichoke,” “Aristotle and 
the Hired Thugs,” and the story which lends its title 
the collection, “Love and Like.” The first two 
these relate incidents the life Mr. Gold’s father, 
least fictionally; the other studies the effect divorce 
man, his nagging wife, and the two little girls who 
cannot understand the difference between the love their 
father professes for them and the mere liking tells 
them continues feel for their mother. Cele- 
bration for Joe,” and “The Panic Button 
are also perceptive studies that are touching without 
hint being maudlin. Mr. Gold craftsman who 
his craft and works with skill. two 
three the other stories this collection seem repeti- 
tious, they are still interesting and comment obliquely 
the ironic relationships men and women who can- 
not understand why raptures evaporate into boredom 
bitterness. Moreover, developing style his 
own that seems fresh and fine. 


Innes, Hammond Harvest Journeys 
Knopf. Mar. 14, 1960. 306p. $5.00. (I) 


This book collection sixteen essays, mostly travel 
descriptions, several which originally appeared 
Holiday magazine. Mr. Innes writes about Yemen, 


and the Persian Gulf area, about Norway, 
Belgium, Holland, Canada 


writes good description modern whaling and 
poetic and pleasant mood piece fog. The total effect 
the book, however, disappointing, principally be- 
cause the author’s technique concentrates fast- 
paced narrative which results disturbing sketchi- 
ness and superficiality. travel book should written 
much more leisurely; should not give the effect 
senery and people seen from 
world express. There rewarding account dare- 
devil pilot the Yemen border area who side-slips his 
Anson between mountain peaks and gorges the most 
expert and abandoned fashion. There also rather 
successful, although brief, description the border area 
between Norway and Russia, but the writer does not 
capture the particular uniqueness Scandinavia as, for 
example, someone like Wallenius does. The sec- 
tions Morocco, Canada, and Labrador found par- 
tedious, and the chapter dealing with some 
the author’s sailings off the coast France quite 
unfortunate. This book beautifully printed and 
bound and handsomely illustrated; but when one con- 
the quite ephemeral and uninspired nature 
the proceedings, one inclined question the pub- 
judgment. What might passable isolated 
articles certainly does not deserve the treat- 
ment accorded this volume. After this word the 
publishers, let add note the author. Please 
Innes, give another Wreck the Mary Deare— 
that was dandy, solid yarn the sea. Harvest 
just aimless flotsam and jetsam. 


Paul Doyle, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Opotowsky, Stan The Longs Louisiana 
Dutton. Mar. $4.50. (Ila) 

From the inception the career “the Kingfish” 
current headlines, the story is, course, fantastic. 
parts disgraceful. probably could have hap- 
pened nowhere else. 


Huey Long’s one-man rule may not well known 
youngers outside the state Louisiana; but his 
contemporaries and all who are native his soil his 
memory vivid not always green. This book recalls 
his declaration martial law, his high-handed running 
the State Legislature its own floor, even after 
became Senator, and his eventual murder the 
halls his own monument, the State Capitol. 


The antics his brother, Earl, most recently flashing 
into the public eye his breakdown, confinement and 
mad journeyings through the Southwest, are followed 
back his earliest political days. “Young” Russell’s 
progress, quieter than that his elders, still has 
future. 


The author’s thesis that Long government has done 
much good for Louisiana—in roads, schools and in- 
credible welfare program; while, the same time, 
endangers the public weal its frank corruption, graft 
and disrespect democratic process. But, considering 
the dangerous conditions main highways, the high 
rate illiteracy, and the willingness the populace 
tolerate clowns public office, there seems little 
balance between the good and the bad. 


While this book not “study” all, but only col- 
lection old and new newspaper items, asserting even 
much rumor proved (but undocumented), will 
undoubtedly arouse much interest its home grounds 
and can prove useful side information for anyone 
capable understanding the usually serious study 
civics. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Krasnov, Jr. The Hidden Russia 
Holt. Mar. 341p. $5.00. (Ila) 


One fault this book, which carries the subtitle, “My 
Ten Years Slave Laborer,” that what tells 
not and has not been hidden—at least from American 
readers. Rather all too familiar: the arrest, the 
imprisonment, the questionings, the tortures, the de- 
(here, Siberia); brutality among both 
guards and prisoners, with some few kindnesses. Those 
who have read Dostoevsky’s House the Dead, Kan- 
tor’s Andersonville, any the books written ex- 
inmates German concentration prisoner-of-war 
camps, such Del Castillo’s Child Our Time, are 
already familiar essence with much the content 
this new book. 


And these stereotypes event are recounted flawless 
American idiom supposedly born Yugoslav who 
was never the United States. (He died four months 
ago Buenos Aires.) Written workmanlike, 
journalistic prose, certainly not the work suggestive 
Dante’s Inferno which the Foreword speaks. Al- 
though there statement anywhere that this 
translation work written collaboration, one sus- 


pects strongly that “as told to” would accurate con- 
cerning the authorship. 

Despite the predictability events and the sameness 
much this book what has been written before, 
has least one interesting difference. For Mr. Kras- 
nov (one the N’s stands for Nikolai) was not 
ordinary political prisoner. Son General Peter 
Krasnov, led tank brigade against Stalin following 
the surrender Yugoslavia and, with thousands like 
him, under terms the Yalta Agreement (whose text 
appears appendix), was turned over 1945 
the Soviet government. young Krasnov, then 
twenty-seven, this action was shocking betrayal” 
the West. 

the last chapters, following the death Stalin and 
the subsequent amnesty for political prisoners, are 
given picture Russia today—a picture largely the 
common man, suspicious Soviet propaganda yet 
frightened reports American desire for conquest. 
Classical playwrights and composers are popular: “the 
plays and operas which are given for the sake the 
Party are less popular and the public does not really 
like them.” Propagandistic films and plays are likely 
provoke laughter. Under Khrushchev there has 
been small change: “Slight criticism tolerated not 
the ideas themselves, but the ways which the 
ideas are carried out. The result the same before 
—the government and its decisions are beyond re- 
proach.” And America continues the menacing villain. 


These latter pages—perhaps the most interesting the 
book—stress the desire for peace the Russian people, 
who not really believe what officially taught and 
who desire freedom now denied them. This, like 
much the book, seems over-simplification and 
over-generalization. True, the picture one should 
like see. How, though, enslaved people rise 
against its And what proportion the 
people actually accept Soviet propaganda truth? 


glance the chronology suggests added reason 
for caution accepting everything herein. Mr. Krasnov 
was amnestied July 27, 1955; December that 
year—some five months later—he left Russia. 
free for five months after ten years’ imprisonment, 
Mr. Krasnov can scarcely accepted authority 
present-day Russia. His evidence can not con- 
sidered conclusive. 
The Hidden Russia was clearly written for popular 
consumption. The standard accusations and situations 
are here, expressed standard prose. Largely bare 
recital events, superficial and lacking subtlety their 
presentation, this book adds little what know 
Russia today and yesterday. 

John Phillipson, 

Villanova University, 

Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Maritain, Jacques The Responsibility the Artist 
Scribner. Feb. 120p. $2.95. 

This brief, intelligent book based six lectures 
which Dr. Maritain, 1951, delivered Princeton 
University. Some the topics introduced Art and 
Scholasticism and Creative Intuition Art and 
Poetry are brought again, with emphasis not 


SELLERs 


aesthetic questions but moral philosophy. The 
lowing questions are raised: “What are, the poet, 
the novelist, the man dedicated any kind 
art, the relations between the exigencies poetry and 
intellectual creativity and those moral standards, 
which have with the right use human free 
will?” “What the moral responsibility the artist 
with respect others, and with respect himself?” 
“While striving toward the perfection his work, 
requested him, and possible for him, strive 
also toward the perfection his own soul?” 

The Prudent Man and the Artist, Dr. Maritain 
have difficulty understanding each other, and one 
the most intricate problems that reconciling Art 
and Ethics. The famed philosopher here takes the 
problem, considering both the dignity and demands 
moral life well the dignity and liberty art and 
poetry. 

The author-lecturer maintains that Art and Morality 
are sovereign their own sphere, that Morality has 
nothing say when comes the good the 
work and that Art has nothing say when come 
the good human life. Each cannot ignore the 
other, for man belongs the two worlds, both intel- 
lectual maker and moral agent, doer actions which 
engage his own destiny. Because artist man 
before artist, the autonomous world morality 
superior and more inclusive than the autonomous 
world art. Art, sums up, indirectly and 
trinsically subordinate morality. 

Regarding the responsibility the artist toward his fel- 
low man, Dr. Maritain sides with Léon Bloy who 
vised the artist “not hit below the the 
artist loves the truth what communicates and 
thinks his fellowman with generosity, the key the 
artist’s responsibility Charity. 

Readers Fr. Harold Gardiner’s Tenets for Readers 
and Reviewers, Norms for the Novel, and Catholic 
Viewpoint Censorship will especially interested 
Dr. Maritain’s treatment subjects which the Liter- 
ary Editor America has mentioned many times his 
critical articles and reviews. The four chapters, “Art 
and Morality,” “Art for Art’s Sake,” “Art for the 
People,” and “Poetry and Perfection Human Life,” 
are excellent supplementary readings for courses 
literature and the arts. thorough discussion the 
problems morality and art possible without listen- 
ing Dr. Maritain’s clear voice. 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 


Farrar, Austin The Freedom the Will 
Scribner. Feb. 15,1960. 330p. $4.95. (Ila) 


This work enlargement the Gifford 
that were delivered the University Edinburgh 
1957 Dr. Farrar, Fellow and Chaplain Trinity 
College, Oxford. The philosopher-reader will appre 
ciate the same tightly reasoned presentation which was 
evidenced Dr. Farrar’s work metaphysics, Finite 
and Infinite, 1943 and his Bampton Lectures, The 
Glass Vision, which scrutinized the operation the 
inspired mind and supernatural revelation 
sion under God’s grace the natural powers 
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This most recent work concerns itself almost en- 
with philosophical problem and significant 
the genius the author that follows upon three 
works biblical theology. 


The Freedom the Will treatise metaphysics 
and, admittedly, freedom cannot separated from 
metaphysical considerations. clear understanding 
the metaphysics freedom come some cogni- 
tion God who can only understood terms 
the free human person. The discussion refreshingly 
contemporaneous, issuing from series broadcasts 
that were afterwards published under the title The 
Basis Mind. The contributors were Lord Samuel, 
Ayer, and Gilbert Ryle and from these three Dr. 
Farrar derives the following points: (a) the working 
our brains and nerves uniform with the mechanism 
external things; the distinct character conscious- 
ness nevertheless remaining its own evidence; (b) 
the nature the case, physiology and psychology stand 
mere facto parallel, however far research may 
clearing up; (c) what commonly mean 
the unity body and mind not the concurrence 
physiological data but the experienced exercise 
thoughtful bodily action (pp. 6-13). The Cartesian 
dualism, criticized Ryle his Concept Mind 
shown Farrar have been based the Cartesian 
point departure from pure thought instead from 
the bodily action which presupposes. Farrar con- 
siders DesCartes victim historical accident and the 
slave the Aristotelism rejected. 


-Farrar points out how consciousness never dwells 


the roots the movement intend which are the 
brain but consciousness depends the occurrence 
the brain-events which can shown physical inter- 
ference. separate chapter epiphenominalism 
criticized because misrepresents the balance mental 
life, makes perception the whole business the mind 
and renders action illusory. addition, takes the 
mind completely out the system nature deny- 
ing any physical effect. only after the fifth chap- 
ter that Farrar begins with the specific problem 
freedom and the rejection physical determinism 
which essentially the proof that our acts can respond 
our previous acts not virtue their physical 
but virtue what they mean. other 
words, man free the initiation and direction the 
action itself, the actualization one action pattern, 
rather than any alternative. 


read this work requires familiarity with Farrar’s 
language that seems come only after working dili- 
gently through the first few chapters. The author’s 
chapter the definition free-will one the best 
the book. Free-will shown just (perfect) 
But will turn just action the personal 
sense act. Act calls attention more the per- 
formance, will the intention our doing. ask, 
example, what was man’s will (intention), how 
much will (intention) was present; there was none, 
there was action either, but only bodily event. 
Dr. Farrar puts this way: “When will present, 
the soul the event, not another event external 
Previous. err this point incur notorious 
logical absurdity. Similarly, would have acted other- 
Wise, had wished’ does not mean that different prior 
wish) would have had different conse- 


quence (act); but that could have acted otherwise, 
merely willing otherwise.” 
This scholarly series lectures should auxiliary 
text any presentation the problem free-will that 
pretends contemporaneous. 
Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Fairley, Sverdrup’s Arctic Adventures 
Longmans. Mar. 1960. 305p. $6.00. (Ila) 


When Otto Sverdrup’s book New Land: Four Years 
the Arctic Regions appeared English translation 
1904, sparked much interest Arctic exploration 
among the people North America. This Norwegian 
sea captain and scientist contributed more the knowl- 
edge the Canadian Arctic than any other man his 
time. Only later with the use airplanes did men 
like Byrd and Peary complete the map the Far North. 


This book mainly adaptation that early English 
translation with biography the explorer, annotation 
the original text and epilogue containing sum- 
mary the results Sverdrup’s sojourn the Arctic 
and the subsequent Canadian-Norwegian affaire over 
the ownership the lands discovered and claimed 
the explorer for Norway. 
The biographical section rather sketchy. Mr. Fairley 
contents himself with factual outline Sverdrup’s 
early life and the events leading the voyage 
1898-1902 and, following it, his death 1930. 
The author content let Sverdrup speak for him- 
self New Land, which comprises most the volume. 
Sverdrup himself writes charming style, full in- 
terest and humor. New Land easily read the lay- 
man, since contains minimum technical language 
and much warmth and human interest. The fast- 
moving narrative can followed without very much 
difficulty the charts which are placed conveniently 
the center the book. The reader will find himself 
consulting them constantly the explorers progress 
dogsled through this solitary land, abandoned even 
the Eskimos. 
The epilogue concerns itself with the international 
difficulties over the ownership the newly-discovered 
lands. Sverdrup claimed them for Norway accord- 
ance with long-standing tradition, but that country did 
nothing about asserting its claim for many years. When, 
under Sverdrup’s frequent prodding, inquiry was 
made Canada’s viewpoint the matter, Norway 
found that Canada claimed all territory within her 
latitudes all the way the North Pole, regardless 
the nationality the discoverer. The United States 
recognized this claim applying for permits for her 
explorers the Arctic, and Norway lost its lands 
without much struggle. Sverdrup claimed and re- 
ceived, few days before his death, monetary re- 
muneration for his personal work and for the use 
his notebooks and charts. 
The reader with general interest discovery and 
Arctic lore will find this volume much his taste. 

Brother Cosmas, 

St. Joseph’s Juniorate, 

Leonardtown, Maryland 


Camus, Albert The Possessed 
Knopf. Mar. 14,1960. 182p. $3.50. 


1957 Albert Camus received the Nobel Prize for 
Literature because his work “with clear-sighted earnest- 
ness illuminates the problems the human conscience 
our times.” Last January 4th tragic motor accident 
ended the brilliant career this forty-six year old 
writer, considered many the most important 
literary figure the Western world. The Possessed, 
dramatization Dostoevsky’s novel, the last major 
work completed Camus before his death, almost 
certain widely read and discussed. 


foreword his play, Camus traces his life-long 
interest The Possessed certainty that the novel 
not only prefigures our nihilism but also reflects our 
contemporary society the tortured souls desperately 
needing believe and love but unable so. 
When long, involved novel converted into aver- 
age length play certain values must sacrificed. 
his dramatization, Camus chose “follow the basic 
under-current and proceed from satiric comedy, 
drama and then tragedy.” Although doing 
tends over-simplify the emotional 
complexity the characters, succeeds bringing 
Dostoevsky’s detailed, diffuse story into sharp focus 
and drawing close the heart his nightmare 
world, world bereft hope, devoid love, which 
suicide the only logical ending. 


The play revolves around Stavrogin, young man 
intelligence, refinement and wealth, who completely 
bored with his life. reckless search for “thrills” 
becomes more and more depraved yet finds pleasure 
neither his unspeakable acts nor the “victory” 
acknowledging them. The chapter which Stavrogin 
confesses his guilt the hermit Bishop, Tihon, was 
deleted from the novel because censorship but later 
published separately. obtains added dramatic 
and emotional values incorporating this material 
into the play; matter handles with impeccable 
taste. Shortly before the final curtain Stavrogin sum- 
marizes his own character and the play when shouts: 
hate everything that lives the earth, and myself 
most all. let destruction reign and crush them 
all, and with them, all who ape Stavrogin, and Stav- 
rogin himself.” His suicide not precisely unexpected! 
read this play intense emotional experience; 
see come alive the stage would almost un- 
bearable. 

Although devotees Dostoevsky and Camus will 
thoroughly enjoy this dramatization The Possessed, 
its appeal the average reader doubtful. 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Sitwell, Sacheverell 
The Bridge the Brocade Sash: Travels 
and Observations Japan 

World. Mar. 314p. $8.50. (IIa) 


After reading The Bridge the Brocade Sash, when 
one thinks the thousands foreigners who have 
visited Japan the Post War period, one can only sigh 
deeply with regret what they have seen; or, rather 


Best 


more deeply sigh what they have not seen. One 
could wish that the Japan Travel Bureau would allow 
Mr. Sitwell illustrated tourists’ guide for Japan, 
for Japan knows her. Mr. Sitwell’s book, 
tion being contribution what might call fine 
travel literature, rather different kind 
This difference lies the personality and background 
the author and the subject material his work, 
The author artist well connoisseur art, 
well versed the history art and well travelled 
all the centers the production art throughout 
the world. 


Though his primary interest the artistic and 
tiful, and though has time all for the cheap 
and shabby, does not through Japan with his nose 
the air. has sincere and touching apprecia- 
tion all the ordinary things everyday lite, handles 
them deftly and lightly, and almost charmed 
the delicate grace chambermaid the music 
public address system the train the works 
the great masters. views Japan, and almost 
everything worthwhile Japan, through the pene 
trating eyes artist. writes about his vision 
with the pen poet: frank, critical and 
astic accordingly his subject inspires him, apparently 
without ever being unfair and without allowing himself 
carried into exaggeration. His work rather 
Odyssey which the reader carried with the author 
into new and different world: into doll shops, 
shops, tempura restaurants, the Sumo-ring, department 
stores, gardens, temples, shrines, theaters, galleries and 
museums, wherever his thirst for delight hidden 
treasure drives him. His comments detail the 
historic and the classically artistic might little 
heavy and boring for the casual reader, but the charm 
his observations and his zest for discovery new 
experience every turn the road are adequate 
pensation for the dullness that must almost necessarily 
accompany the pursuits erudite aesthete. has 
beautifully distilled and crystallized his poetic experi- 
ence. 


Most Mr. Sitwell’s serious interest centered the 
areas Kyoto which gives four chapters his 
book, and Nara and Nikko which gives one 
chapter each. concentrates his experiences Tokyo 
into two chapters, and his trip the Inland Sea into 
one chapter. The rest the book deals with paintings 
and the applied arts. Mr. Sitwell shows how the 
Japanese people with love and patience the detailed 
workmanship, even objects utility, can bring 
fection art maturity match box labels, silk 
fabrics and ink boxes. makes strong case for his 
conclusion “that the Japanese are innovators well 
imitators and have produced some the most 
nal geniuses all the arts” and arguable that 
Japanese painting its best when turns its back 
Chinese influence order proceed upon its own.” 


Anyone thinking going Japan any foreigner 
liivng Japan cannot afford miss the pleasure 
sharing Mr. Sitwell’s experiences. One wonders, 
ever, why the proofreader allowed the typesetters 
many liberties fine and expensive book. The 
illustrations are exceptionally fine but they could have 
been more effective had some them been bound into 
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they illustrate. 
Aloysius Miller, S.J., 
Sophia University, 
Tokyo, Japan 


Daniel-Rops, Henri The Book Mary 
Hawthorn. Mar. 224p. $4.95. (Ila) 

That The Book Mary scholarly and lucid exposi- 
tion will not surprise those familiar with the career 
Daniel-Rops, editor the Twentieth Century En- 
Catholicism and author seventy books, 
including This the Mass and Jesus and His Times. 


His present work inquiry into the sources upon 
which our knowledge and devotion the Blessed 
Virgin depend. These are found canonical scripture, 
the writings the Church Fathers, tradition, and 
inspired dogma. The author’s treatment them 
entitled “The Quest for Our Lady, Mary.” The second 
“The Documents Which Tell Mary,” con- 
sists citations from canonical scripture, and from the 
patristic and apocryphal texts. 


The translator, Alastair Guinan, points out that the 
Continental, (as against the American and English), 
tradition, these writings are not appended 
the Old Testament, but are those the second 
centuries which, neither wholly false nor whol- 
true, lie outside canonical scripture. (“The Book 


Protoevangelium” and the “Gospel Pseudo- 


Matthew,” for instance.) Daniel-Rops uses these 
with extreme care, stating firmly that they are not 
taken their face value and that dogma owes noth- 
ing them, but indicating that they “popular 
accounts deeply seated beliefs held Christians 
from early offer some the insights which may 
best discerned historical fiction. 


While this work that should read with the 
author’s admonitions mind and that cannot profit- 
ably skimmed, should offer difficulty the aver- 
age intelligent reader. invaluable not only 
complement strictly devotional works and those 
the apparitions, but its own right well. Hand- 
bound and illustrated, recommended for 


adult use. 
Charles Cros, 
Panama City, Florida 


Gibbon, Monk 
The Masterpiece and the Man: Yeats 
Knew Him 

Macmillan. Feb. 23,1960. 226p. $4.50. 


Monk Gibbon’s great-great-grandmother was the sister 
William Butler Yeats’ great-grandfather, and yet the 
two distant cousins seldom saw eye eye. frank 
and judicious and admiring and angry tone one can 
personal book dealing with giant literary 
(William) Monk Gibbon has prudently accom- 
what set out do, let see the Yeats 
that knew. 


with Elizabeth Corbet Yeats (Lolly) and Susan 
Yeats (Lily), the poet’s two sisters, that Gibbon 
Was most friendly. Jack Yeats, the brother, the 


book, but evidently made little impact the author 
compared with the affection had for Lolly and Lily, 
who flit through the pages with freshness and life. 


schoolboy, Gibbon fell love with Yeats’ poetry, 
and now writer his sixties he, with critical acu- 
men, still retains his love for “that wrong-headed old 
man whose phrase was always right,” while the 
same time pointing out and commenting the hum- 
bug. careful distinguish his appreciation for 
Yeats’ work and his distaste for the haughty, arrogant 
man. Yeats did not like contradicted, nor did 
appreciate the logic discussion argument; Gibbon 
admits his own passion for logical argument which ends 
truth. 


the subtitles books were fashionably longer, 
might well read “Yeats Knew Him and 
Loved Him,” for there considerable material about 
the pseudonymous George Russell, Yeats’ close friend, 
who came closer the heart and mind the younger 
Gibbon than his cousin ever could. The climax the 
book, speak, comes when Yeats, who intention- 
ally snubbed Gibbon excluding him from The Ox- 
ford Book Modern Verse, tries wrest from his 
30-year-junior cousin the editorship A.E.’s work for 
the Irish Statesman. That not say that Yeats 
wanted the work himself but that did not want 
Gibbon prepare the book for Macmillan. Under the 
circumstances, the reader shares Gibbon’s victory 
the same way that sympathizes with David against 
Goliath. 

Gibbon’s reverence and deep regard for Yeats’ poetry 
are manifest; his fairness and apparently justified criti- 
cisms Yeats the man are modestly accounted for 
book that sounds honest hornet’s sting. This 
account, uncomfortable though may for Yeats 
Adorers, Inc., not written angry young man. 
Only mature, wise, truthful man could write this 
thoroughly readable and literary work. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Hough, Donald The Streetcar House 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Mar. 11, 1960. 180p. $3.50. 
Well-known novelist and short-story writer Donald 
Hough’s latest work biographical sketch his father 
with recollections his own childhood, piece strong- 
resembling Reader’s Digest “Unforgetable Char- 
acter” story. The unusual title clue unusual 
childhood, spent aboard some discarded streetcars 
lakeshore Minnesota. The author’s father obtained 
these cars gratis from transit company, moved his 
family from St. Paul into the cars piece prop- 
erty White Bear Lake, causing furor among the 
more staid residents the area, and established the 
Hough residence the streetcars. 

The story, humorous itself, told with loving rever- 
ence for Dad, the man with the courage realize his 
dreams. his character reveals itself through his 
son’s words, come know and respect hard-work- 
ing, lovable, ultra-methodical and thoroughly delightful 
man who simply wanted live house composed 
streetcars. follow the development the house 


with sympathetic interest and begin realize what 
meant the man who built it. Dad occupies the cen- 
tral position this little book, did the lives 
his family. The only other character drawn any 
detail that the author’s mother, self-effacing and 
loyal her husband during what must have been some 
harrowing days. 

The average reader, believe, will thoroughly enjoy this 


little book. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 


St. Juniorate, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Amrine, Michael 

This Humphrey, The Story the Senator 
1937 Hubert Horatio Humphrey Jr., was 26-year- 
old pharmacist, recently married, working his father’s 
drugstore Huron, South Dakota, and apparently 
going nowhere. Two years later had completed 
requirements for degree the liberal political science 
department the University Minnesota and was 
obtaining master’s degree Louisiana State Univer- 
sity. Defeated for mayor Minneapolis 1943 
mere 4900 votes, swept into that office two years 
later with 31,114 vote margin. 1948 became 
the first Democratic senator Minnesota’s history. 
Early this year the energetic and voluble senator be- 
came the first avowed presidential candidate. Admit- 
tedly dark horse, nevertheless tireless cam- 


paigner who really has very little lose his bold 
bid for the White House. Not yet 49, Senator Hum- 
phrey has promising political future. 

There Horatio Alger quality the life this bril- 
liant, ambitious, sometimes glib Midwesterner with 


unusually alliterative Michael “un- 
authorized” biography sympathetic, readable study, 
freighted with both important data and homey detail. 
one page reports the embarrassment caused 
when the Humphreys’ car killed cow they returned 
home triumphantly from their wedding trip; another 
page the author analyzes shrewdly Humphrey’s disap- 
pointment when Adlai Stevenson did not select him 
running mate 1956. 

Conceding that Humphrey has been the “John the 
Baptist civil rights,” the biographer argues that the 
Senator’s reputation militant liberal has been over- 
emphasized. has mellowed somewhat the Sen- 
ate, and still great talker, also good 
listener and lawmaker tremendously learned prob- 
lems disarmament, labor, agriculture, education and 
health. 

Traced detail are Humphrey’s dynamic speech 
civil rights the 1948 Democratic convention, his 
Senate debates with Taft and Byrd, his strong ties with 
the Americans for Democratic Action, his split with 
Henry Wallace, his vehement anti-Communism, his 
celebrated eight and one-half hours’ interview with 
Khrushchev during which, The Baltimore Sun later 
quipped, the Soviet premier confided secrets “to the 
most notorious chatterbox the United States Senate.” 


This handy and informative Election Year book, 
better researched than most the political biographies 


which blossom every fourth Spring. Eleanor 
once commented that Humphrey has spark great. 
ness”; Mr. work shows that the Senator als 
has capacity for growth. 


John Clarke, 
The Scranton Times 


Sanders, George Memoirs Professional Cad 
Putnam. Mar. 192p. $3.50. (IIb) 

For the film-goer, and the theatrically interested, the 
autobiography George Sanders has certain degree 
interest, even though the short account seems 
nothing more than brochure advertising his most 
cent films. international figure, ex-hus 
band Zsa Zsa Gabor, and currently married the 
former Mrs. Ronald Colman, these could 
have been much more intriguing. 


this minimum autobiography, the caustic wit, used 
such great effect his films, given full play. 
some matters has ring sincerity; others, 
semblance half-truths; and culminates 
tasteless remarks, that even insensible reader 
would annoying. 


The author (sic) was born St. Petersburg, Russia, 
because his English parents were stationed there. 
received his schooling England and early age 
became immersed the fringes advertising and 
promotion. This led his similar work the Argen- 
tine until duel caused his return disgrace Eng 
land. became connected with the BBC, and party 
performance led his being signed for musical revue, 
from which was bounced. After minor ups and 
downs was selected understudy for Noel Coward 
Conversation Piece, and the elegant approach was 
started. This carried him Broadway and later back 
England for more films. After his third picture, the 
studio burned and came Hollywood with his 
“scorched” contract support Tyrone Power 
London. 


After that, the mold was set; and there plethora 
turned phrases the business world films and loca 
tions. actors, wryly comments: “They are spell- 
binders who are bound their own spells.” also 
underlies the fact that they want money, but need 
applause. 


“Hollywood,” states, “admires people who win 
Oscars, but employs people who make money.” 
admits working only lazy, that can afford 
the privilege. American hotels, comments that 
after return from European service, believes that 
America can stand aid from Europe. approves 
bachelorhood with reservations, since much 
cutout from boring party without hat, cloak 
escort. admits “being person the highest 
taste” but descends often ridicule, the mark the 
humorless. 


the subject his marriage Zsa Zsa Gabor, the 
author likens her champagne. “I, her husband, 
was hard put keep with her standard 
effervescence.” One later day, after returning from 
location work Spain, and while Zsa Zsa was busy 
cementing relations between the French Republic and 
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the Dominican, gathered his possessions, walked 
down the road, and rented the first available house 
found. 

Although had known Benita Hume (Colman) 
England, she later tried arrange many matches for 
him, but avoided them all until decided the 
plan would marry her himself. “On 
the whole,” adds, must say that look upon 
the best thing that has happened life.” 


was with Tyrone Power location Spain when 
the latter actor died suddenly, and the author writes 
movingly this circumstance. But, adding several 
tasteless, deprecatory remarks about the services 
Spain the cathedral, and Hollywood, distinctly 
mars his own conception culture, refinement and 
degance. Here, only the villainy shows through. 


concludes that the profession actor 
one, which, however whacky may be, harms 
one. Some are bored, and some are entertained, 
and many, through benefits, are helped. “Yet moralists 
more less emasculate us, parasitical business man- 
agers take advantage us, critics humiliate and destroy 
us, and still have triumphed.” 


must have had high old time writing his memoirs, 
this professional cad. 
Judson LaHaye 


Longgood, William The Poisons Your Food 
Simon and Schuster. Feb. 28, 1960. 277p. $3.95. (Ila) 


‘Somewhere before the dawn recorded history man 


probably began adding things the food ate but 
since the beginning the 20th Century 
has stepped the pace, adding all sorts chemicals 
the food eats the form preservatives, flavor- 
ings, coloring agents, fillers and items serve host 
other functions. has not always been too careful 
things has added and the reasons for adding 
them have frequently been concerned more with the 
the producer processor than with the wel- 
fare the consumer. With the increased understand- 
ing food chemistry the problems arising from this 
phenomenon have become more and more involved 
food processors continue add, many cases without 
adequate testing, chemical after chemical until these 
United States today the problem finding food that 
not been treated chemically some way almost 
insoluble. the problems connected with this phe- 
nomenon that Mr. Longgood examines this book and 
concerning which makes some significant observa- 
tons. Although the book seems have been thorough- 
researched over period seveeral years, only the 
favorable the author’s views are included. 


Among other things the author considers the signifi- 
cance the widespread use such potent insecticides 
DDT, chlordane and many others which are ab- 
plants and thence transferred animals and, 
these are used for food, eventually man 
himself. know that, above certain threshold, 
compounds are toxic for man. That toxicity 
been determined the basis minimum lethal 
non-human mammals and observation 
the effects smaller doeses over relatively short 
time. There are two weaknesses this pro- 


cedure, which apply not only insecticides but any 
other substance which may make its way into 
deliberately added food: first, that the results tests 
non-human organisms, though basically applicable 
man, are not always so; secondly, that cumulative 
effects over period ten, twenty thirty years may 
indetectible short-term tests may well more 
serious than expect. true today that the high 
levels residual DDT meat may well dangerous; 
simply not know and may not know for many 
years come which time any damage have been 
done will have been done. The question then remains: 
shall immediately discontinue all use these in- 
secticides until have shown that there not the 
slightest possibility the merest speck danger under 
any eventuality anyone? 


Insofar food processing itself concerned such items 
meat and flour and milk products and prepared foods 
have been chemicized extensively; even fruits and vege- 
tables have not escaped the taint chemical addition 
processing. general, there are three types addi- 
tives which the author discusses: substances which are 
considered harmless, those which are thought safe 
small amounts and those which are use without 
much, any, knowledge their effects. Seriatim 
opposed: the first the basis that really don’t 
know that they are harmless, the second that 
cumulative effects over long period time may well 
very harmful, the third obvious grounds. 
most anyone would agree that all three types need ade- 
quate testing before being used—the question issue 
whether not the tests have been adequate any 
case. some cases know they have not the 
case certain dyes which now know carci- 
nogenic and whose use has recently been discontinued. 
The author also points the increase certain diseases. 
e.g., leukemia and the gradually deteriorating state 
the nation’s health, shown poor physical con- 
dition and increased incidence sickness, results 
which are consequent upon the cumulative long-term 
usage additives whose effects have not been 
ciently determined. This may well some cases; 
our knowledge these things not sufficiently exten- 
sive intensive give answer this problem. 
Certainly, however, there are other aspects our cul- 
ture which influence these things also. The author 
especially vehement pointing out those cases where 
small amounts substance, known toxic 
larger amounts, are used. 


After pointing out specific cases where danger lies the 
author turns the significance food determining 
health, consideration the weaknesses food and 
drug legislation and its enforcement and some sug- 
gestions what individuals might about the 
problem obtaining untainted food. favors the 
abandonment insecticides for biological warfare, 
warning that their continued use will upset the bio- 
sphere, web life; advocates organic farming 
produce healthy plants capable resisting pests and 
disease. especially critical the Food and Drug 
Administration and the loopholes the recently 
passed amendments the legislation under which that 
bureau operates. 

The entire book written with much the emotional 
overtones newspaper exposé which the food in- 


dustry lambasted from pillar post more inter- 
ested profits than human welfare. Government 
agencies, organized medicine and other groups are also 
accused avoiding responsibility even knuckling 
down the vested interest. The impression given 
that only few hardy souls are opposing these vested 
interests. Much the material contained this book 
basically true; but, this reviewer’s opinion not 
the whole unbiased truth. Though the reviewer has 
not gone deeply into the question food additives, 
has examined the evidence pro and con fluoridation, 
which process also denounced the book, and feels 
that this book resembles the somewhat unscientific ap- 
proach and attitude fluoridation’s opponents. Make 
mistake, however, this problem additives—not 
only food but drugs, cosmetics and host other 
items used man—is major problem and one de- 
serving all the attention that can given it. is, 
course, complicated problem that book this 
sort can give definitive answer it. Applicable 
laws must strengthened and extended where neces- 
sary; enforcement agencies must given more power 
and quasi-judicial status; the responsibility proving 
additive safe more precise and longer term tests 
must placed squarely the shoulders the pro- 
ducer and processor. This will not done some- 
what intemperate emotional appeal, but more 
rational consideration the multiplicity complicated 
problems involved the light current and future 
advances knowledge. general, the book serves 
well indicate the extent the problem food addi- 
tives long one realizes that not the final word 
the subject and not swayed its emotional ap- 


proach. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Farquhar, Margaret and Oscar Weigle 
Bedtime Treasury Children’s Stories 
Grosset Dunlap. 512p. $3.50. 


the proof book the reading, then this one 
gem. snow-bound little boys, (one five, one 
three), sat spellbound for hours, listening these 
Any harrassed parent can appreciate such 
and should therefore rush right out and buy 
tnis. 


There are 102 stories and verses here, ranging from 
favorite old fairy tales, folk tales, fables and nursery 
rhymes the current crop brave little steam shovels 
and trips the zoo. Judging from own children, 
the latter will equal the former fascination. 
You just can’t get emotionally involved “Bunny Hop- 
well’s First Spring,” but there must not child any- 
where who can’t picture himself Aladdin, herself 
Rapunzel. 

Each story has one-color sketch, less exciting than 
full color illustration, but such illustration would 
doubt affect the price. the credit side, the print 
large enough encourage young reader try 
himself. 

story book for parents read from, Bedtime 
Treasury certainly treasure. This parent enjoyed 


thoroughly. 
Mary O’C. Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Best 


Wolfert, Ira Epidemic 
Simon and Schuster. Mar. 336p. $4.50 (1) 
After reading Epidemic Genius, one comes away 
with single definite conviction—that its author, 
Wolfert, love with modern America. Unhappily, 
has failed remember that the depth real 
virtually impossible communicate fully third 
party. This the basic deficiency Epidemic 
Genius. Mr. tells often and loudly 
the wonders the technological era our 
that are never really impressed. the over. 
enthusiastic salesman who never gives his product 
chance sell itself. 

pity, too, because one gets the feeling that the 
work indeed written con amore. Certain that 
the author has taken infinite pains and infinite delight 
his research which has taken him over the entire 
United States. The basic theme the book the 
ingenuity modern man triumphing over obstacles, 
chiefly natural ones. tells the conquering 
the Dust country and the coal mining industry 
West Virginia, largely faith, grit and American 
mechanical ingenuity. watch oil wells being drilled 
the floor the ocean, gifted sea captain steer his 
ship through the Atlantic fog, and the operations 
the most recent machinery which can everything 
from blowing tubes crating eggs. are told 
the rearing skyscrapers and the excavation 
tunnels, and the book closes with plea for 
hood cloaked the account plane crash and its 
effects the author and young woman. all 
rather awesome, rather chaotic and, let blunt, 
rather dull. 

The problem making sheer technology appealing 
the layman easy one. Millions dollars are spent 
annually advertising material, technical writers, and 
the like precisely this. Science fiction skirts the 
problem embroidering the factual with the imag- 
nary. But Mr. Wolfert has really other choice but 
endeavor make the mechanics industry appeal- 
ing their own level, and task which plunges 
into with head high and broad grin. does not 
succeed, there denying his sincerity and his zest. 
can see nothing but the sparkling brave new world 
which Miranda rather than Huxley prophesied. 
ignores the ideological, ethical and spiritual problems 
essentially mechanized society, can, think, 
forgiven the grounds that his romance with 
America idealized well permanent one. 


Finally, believe that the root the trouble with 
Epidemic Genius that the accomplishments 
modern technology simply must seen believed; 
they cannot described accurately nor rhapsodized 
convincingly print. Their appeal essentially 
visual one. Mr. Wolfert’s material not meant for 
book form all, the stuff the documentary film. 

William Lynch, 

Saint Joseph’s College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Papasogli, Giorgio Saint Ignatius Loyola 
Translated Paul Garvin. Society St. 
337p. $4.00. 

This very readable life Saint Ignatius, though divided 
into forty-four quite short chapters really makes his 
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sory fall into six simple parts, three them concerned 
with his exterior life: Before Mauresa, University life, 
life Rome; and three with his spiritual life: Seeds 
the Spiritual Exercises, Text and Secret the Exer- 
cises, The Society. 

The story the exterior life Ignatius told here 
adds little what already common knowledge. The 
Pamplona, Monserrat and Manresa tell again 
the awakening, the search and the finding. Tales 
sudy Barcelona, Alcala, Salamanca and Paris re- 
the struggles army man become that fit 
instrument God was finally use combating the 
misguided humanism the day. 

But woven into this story university life the thread 
another life which was bring forth much fruit 
the final founding the Society. was Barcelona 
that Ignatius first read the writings Erasmus; 
Alcala came “the first real encounter between the mind 
the saint and the restless world doctrinal dispute” 
(102), Salamanca came the first “inquiry” when 
gave the Grand Vicar the manuscript the 
examine, the first imprisonment for the 
and his followers were preaching, and the first 


and unqualified approval” (119) for what 


they had been doing, teaching and speaking religious 
matters. 

Paris was the crossroads Christendom. There Ifna- 
tius met Noel Beda, chief the faculty theology, 
Peter Faver and Francis Xavier. Ignatius here watched 
close quarters the struggle among the intellectuals, 


second “inquiry” and gladly received 
commendation and blessing his work. 


The story the Exercises the story the spiritual 
development Ignatius and every one his sons 
him. Poverty and humility were and are prime 
requisites for aspirant the Company Jesus, but 
absolutely everything, rooted and founded 
Ignatius and his first sons begged for their 
bread. The master himself out great and almost 
humility delayed his First Mass for 
tighteen months—from ordination June 24, 1537 
until Christmas Day 1538. And was obedience 
which made saints Francis Borgin, Duke; Peters 
Canisius, apostle Germany; and Xavier, apostle 
the Orient. 
The chapter the concept obedience excellently 
done man who understands its necessity and its 
The book recommended highly for everyone. The 
will appreciate the documentation and the ex- 
tensive bibliography; the ordinary reader will find again 
the story the soldier saint’s secret fascinating one 
and one quite possible understand. Ignatius loved 
od; not only can, but must likewise are 
belong also the company Jesus. 


Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Brief Comment 


Velikovsky, and Akhnaton 
Mar. 23,1960. 208p. $4.95. (Ila) 


case made out identify the origin 


the Oedipus legend with the actual history the son 
Amenhotep III, known Akhnaton, supposedly 
innovator monotheism Egypt, and also father-in- 
law Tutankhamen. There are many similarities 
between the stories the ill-fated king Thebes 
Boeotia and the equally ill-starred pharaoh Egyptian 
Thebes. The introduction Freudian theories about 
dream interpretation seems unnecessary and alien the 
basic study. Illustrated with photographs, this will 
value mostly collegiate libraries. 


Bagar, Robert and Louis Biancolli 

The Complete Guide Orchestral Music 
Grosset Dunlap. Mar. 1960. 869p. $4.95. 
The trouble with this book its title. means 
complete. Program notes for some even most the 
most popular classical symphonies, concertos, sonatas, 
overtures does contain, although what criteria 
the works described were selected remains hazy. Most 
the standard classical and modern composers 
serious music are represented least one work, and 
the notes are interestingly informative. But why not 
content honest and use some other title, such 
the parenthetical one given this, “The Concert 
Companion.” 


Smith, Allen Waikiki Beachnik 
Little, Brown. Mar. 308p. $3.95. 


Leave Smith pay for three-month sojourn 
the shade the sheltering palms the Royal Hawaiian 
Hotel reasonable facsimile thereof writing 
day-to-day journal how went and whom met 
and what did when got there. Taken small 
doses the script informative and amusing that 
order. After some fifty pages steady reading, with 
without poi, one begins feel sorry for Mr. Smith 
that had spend much his time making notes 
what learned and transcribing the conversations 
had. But since was working, can write off 
his expenses the tax forms deductible. Which 
more than you can you buy this book. 


Shaw, Arnold 
Chilton. Mar. 24, 1960. 338p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Labelled “unauthorized biography” the dynami- 
cally popular singer folk and other songs, this 
the main enthusiastically admiring account the 
life Harry Belafonte through the mazes show 
business, from cheap night clubs the dizzying success 
record-breaking engagement the Waldorf-As- 
toria’s Empire Room and unprecedented run the 
Palace Theatre New York, well through two 
marriages and disaffection with the manager who 
started Belafonte his career. should prove popular 
with the many thousands who admire and buy his 
recordings. 


Belafonte 


Friedenthal, Richard 
Viking. Mar. 144p. $6.50. (Ila) 


This eminently readable and remarkably balanced 
biography text and numerous illustrations the 


Leonardo 


fabulously many-sided “Reraissance Man,” Leonardo 
Vinci. While not exhaustive, still manages 
cover its subject adequately and will, for that reason 
other, valuable addition library collections. 


Douglas, Jack Trust Naked Bus Driver 
Dutton. 95p. $2.50. (IIb) 

This thin, but thin volume rather sophomoric mani- 
festations humor will likely goaded onto the best- 
seller lists through promotion, was its prede- 
cessor. The main trouble with that sounds exactly 
like most humor, with the tired oh-so-so- 
sophistication flavor insomniac 
TViewers seem enjoy, least endure. Why 
spend two-fifty for what you can get plethora any 
weekday night after eleven for free? Seeking status, 
maybe? 


Kennedy, Robert The Enemy Within 
Harper. Feb. 24,1960. 338p. $3.95. 

The able brother presidential candidate Senator John 
Kennedy tells this significant volume the story his 
part the congressional investigations into corruption 
and gangsterism some the labor unions, notably 
the Teamsters’ and unions allied with it. makes 
distressing, even frightening reading, and points some 
the weaknesses interpretations the Fifth 
Amendment, well the ruthlessness tactics em- 
ployed bosses who have seized union power 


tyranically another age and another era did 


Clodius Rome. This book every conscientious 
citizen and certainly every union member should read 
and study. Recommended. 


Clark, Dennis Cities Crisis 
Sheed and Ward. Mar. 177p. $3.50. (I) 

The extent which secularistic materialism has in- 
vaded the modern industrial metropolis and what has 
done overwhelm the Christian concept urban life 
the subject Mr. Clark’s study. The problem 
presented clearly, but more important the definite 
course action which the author suggests bring 
about reaffirmation faith and plan for making 
that faith active the city-dwelling family and the 
communities which they form within the city frame- 
work. Notes the end each chapter and four- 
page bibliography sources and further reading make 
this valuable contribution. 


Bowen, Walter and Harry Neal 
The United States Secret Service 
Chilton. Mar. 205p. $4.95. (I) 


Organized 1865 combat wave counterfeiting, 
the Secret Service was under the direction the 
Treasury Department. the only general federal 
investigative service was later loaned other govern- 
ment departments investigate such diverse activities 
lotteries, land frauds, espionage the wars 1898 
and 1917, the Teapot Dome oil scandals, smuggling, 
illicit distilleries and other criminal activities within 
the borders. The authors have spent seventy--one 


Best 


years combined service the Secret Service and 
have authenticated and documented this history from 
Department records. This important book for 
Americans, particularly for historians. Devotees 
crime fiction will find its pages more thrilling 
life stories than dozens detective stories. 


Meighan, C.SS.R. 


Stevenson, Adlai Putting First Things 
Random House. Mar. 31,1960. 115p. $3.00. 

This collection eight recent speeches and article 
political leader who has proved himself long since 
thoughtful observer his times and one who 
think and speak with clarity not unmixed with wit 
such topics our national tendency spend mos 


our energies “second-place business” instead 


facing the realities the changes the world 
since World War II, the necessity moral 
politics, the responsibilities big business and private 
power the commonweal, the need improve educa 
tional facilities and programs, Mr. Stevenson 
nating and thought-provoking. yet not 
possible candidate for the presidency the Democratic 
ticket, Mr. Stevenson’s opinions public affairs should 
added interest. 


Jones, Evan (Editor) 

The Father: Letters Sons and Daughters 
Rinehart. Mar. 28, 1960. 268p. $3.95. (IIb) 
Mr. Jones has selected 102 letters from fathers their 
sons and daughters, ranging length from paragraph 
and occasionally supplementary explanations are 
pended. Some the letters are impressive, notably 
the Duke Suffolk’s last letter his heir 1450 and 
Thomas More’s last letter his daughter 
Some are important, particularly Sherwood 
letter explanation his generation and the thing 
tried put into his writing. One, that William 
Carlos Williams his son, vulgarly frank. The 
collection interesting enough, but whole not 
worth the time spent reading it. The book seems 
trived, gimmick gather assorted materials together. 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M. 


Clue Works 


Agatha Christie adds six more bodies the hundreds 
corpses she has produced distinguished 
mystery and detection writing. The scene posh 
school for young ladies and, though one the 
target for assassins, the teaching staff that 


the losses. Sometime, hope, Miss Christie will 


content with one only murder, instead knocking 

number one after the other. Cat Among the Pigeons 
is, however, expertly written, (Dodd, Mead. 224p. 
$2.95; The Kilroy Gambit Irwin Blacker, 
(World, 216p. $3.50; IIb), shows considerable 
edge Washington top-level politics and the interest 
more that area than the intrigue Afghanistan 
which shopworn Janet Garner travels check 
disturbing report Hugh Pentecost makes The King 
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dom Death exciting suspense tale and the 
time expose New York waterfront gangdom, 
(Dodd, Mead. 215p. $2.95; This merits your at- 
one the best this author has done date 
Death Assassin John Creasey, (Scribner. 
$2.95; IIb), another Inspector West story, in- 
international intrigue and violence. The char- 
are highly improbable and the usual but unneces- 
sex spicing makes offensive same reser- 
has made about The Devil’s Own Peter 
Curtis, (Doubleday. 239p. $3.50; IV), but with more 
though well written, revolting description 
mass” makes unsuitable for any class 
The Man the Cage John Vance, 
(Random House. 219p. $2.95; tale gun-run- 
ning and dope smuggling set modern Tangier writ- 
ten author who shows excellent skill this genre 


Egerton The Hour Truth, (Washburn. 
$2.95; 1), offers well-written tale adventure 


Spain, with murder and search for hidden treasure 
focal points. Most fans will enjoy this 
The Overbury Affair Miriam DeFord, (Chilton. 
$3.50; I), has all the elements first-rate 
mystery thriller, but poorly organized and lacks sus- 
pense. examines, with many asides, parenthetical 
and irrelevant opinions, the historic murder 


Thomas Overbury, friend and mentor Robert 


Carr, the notorious favorite James England. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 


Macmillan has joined the ranks the paperback re- 
publishers with list twelve titles, most 
will appeal the serious reader and the mature 
The Individual and His Religion Gordon 
Allport “psychological interpretation” the 
importance religious faith the development per- 
character, (MP-1, $1.25; The Scholar 
Adventurers Richard Altick, (MP-2, $1.45; IIa), 
isthe kind book one would like see college stu- 
dents reading soon they can urged it; tells 
the thrills research and scholarship way that 
makes literary scholarship exciting scientific re- 
Bridgman, (MP-3, $1.25; equally recom- 
mended the college physics student early his 
Hubert Butterfield’s The Origins Modern 
Science, (MP-4, $1.25; little too quick dis- 
miss completely outmoded the Aristotelian and Pla- 
tonic systematizations, but otherwise gives good sur- 
vey the development empirical research 
Walter Lippman’s study Public Opinion, originally 
published 1922 and since somewhat revised, still 
one the best and most readable books this ques- 
tion, (MP-6, $2.25; Voyages the Moon 

dream exploring space, from the legends 
and Daedalus through the serious, sometimes 
attempts get off the ground hitching 
birds and the fictional inventions poets and 
novelists the almost incredible present. There’s 
The Meeting East and West, 
$2.65; amazingly encyclopedic study phi- 


losophic thought that remains, after ten years since its 
first appearance difficult but rewarding book for the 
mature reader The first two volumes Sean 
O’Casey’s autobiography, Knock the Door, (MP-9, 
$1.45; and Pictures the Hallway, (MP-10, $1.65; 
III), are marked “the green crow’s” irrascibility and 
egoistic prejudices, but they make the liveliest reading 
all the six volumes thus far published The 
Golden Treasury Francis Palgrave, (MP-11, $1.95; 
I), reprint the “revised and enlarged, two vol- 
umes one” edition which Macmillan brought out 
the 1928. This remains one the most satis- 
factory anthologies English poetry, with the one re- 
gret that least some pre-Elizabethan poetry was not 
included Albert Schweitzer’s The Philosophy 
Civilization, (MP-12, $1.45; IIa), actually combina- 
tion the first two volumes his philosophical work, 
“The Decay and Restoration Civilization” and “Civi- 
lization and Ethics” Anyone who relishes Irish 
tale full elfin fancies and clear sunlit story-telling 
will welcome the reprint James Stephens’ The Crock 
Gold, (MP-13, $1.35; you have never read 
this, don’t delay make its acquaintance, and find out 
how things are Cloca Mora. 

Random House has added its Studies Political 
Science series William Riker’s The Study Local 
Politics, (PS-29, $0.95; and Jasper Shannon’s 
Money and Politics, (PS-30, $0.95; IIa), both which 
recommend themselves supplementary reading 
senior highschool citizenship undergraduate collegi- 
ate political science classes Ausubel surveys 
the psychological, physiological and sociological aspects 
Drug Addiction, (PP-17, $0.95; IIa), which would 
seem best restricted students psychology Pat- 
rick Crutwell’s The Shakespearean Moment, assaying 
the effect Shakespeare’s poetry the poets the 
17th century, originally Random House publication, 
added the Modern Library Paperbacks, (P-64, 
$0.95; and welcome addition thereto The 
Decipherment Linear John Chadwick the 
story the exciting discovery the key reading the 
inscriptions found Myscenae and Knossos, (MLP-65, 
$0.95; Bernard Malamud’s The Magic Barrel 
collection thirteen this author’s short stories, 
(MLP-63, $0.95; IIa) Anne Fremantle’s collection 
Treasury Early Christianity, (Mentor 1285, 
$0.75; represents gleanings from the works the 
early Fathers the Church and other early Christian 
writers The Book Songs reprint Arthur 
Waley’s translations Chinese poems, first published 
1937, (Evergreen E-209, $2.45; reprint 
Dr. Nelson Glueck’s Rivers the Desert, history 
the Negev reconstructed from archaeological findings 
contains pages illustrations and text that should 
make fascinating reading biblical scholars particu- 
larly, (Evergreen E-208, $2.95; IIa) Two more 
Canterbury books from Sheed and Ward are 
Sheed’s God and Politics, ($0.75; Arendzen’s 
Purgatory and Heaven brief but clear summary 
theological doctrine these two difficult subjects, 
($0.75; I). 

Mystery and Suspense: 

McBain’s ’Til Death, (Pocketbook M-4166, $0.35; 
IIb, cf. 230, vol. 19) Eric Ambler’s Journey Into 
Fear, (Dell 343, $0.35; Death Out Focus 
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and 
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ings First 
(1) 
articles 
long since 
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with wit 


Bill Gault, set movie studio, (Dell 1612, $0.25; 
George Harmon Coxe’s One Minute Past 
Eight, (Dell 346, $0.35; IIb) House Terror, origi- 
nally titled “The Blind Villain,” Evelyn Berckman, 
(Dell 345, $0.35; cf. 39, vol. 17) Edgar Bohle’s 
The Man Who Disappeared, (Dell 1013, $0.35; cf. 
281, vol. 18) Hit and Run Richard Deming, 
(Pocketbook 1271, $0.35; original involving 
near-perfect murder Mark Kilby and the Secret 
Syndicate Robert Frazier, (Pocketbook 6000, $0.35; 
IIb), another original about private eye investigating 
which first printing mediocre tale about black- 
mail, femme fatale and private eye, this one dis- 
tinguished tasteless cover art, (Dell 200, $0.25; IIb). 
General Fiction: 

The Best American Short Stories: 1959 edited 
Martha Foley and David Burnett, (Ballantine S-383-K, 
$0.75; Ila, cf. 193, vol. 19) ... The Wild Place 
Kathryn Hulme, (Pocketbook C-394, $0.35; cf. 
168, vol. 13) Elephant Hill Robin White, (Dell 
F93, $0.50; IIa, cf. 401, vol. 18) The Devil 
Bucks County Edmund Schiddel, (Pocketbook 
SC-83, $0.50; III, cf. 482, vol. 18) Brother 
Was Only Child Jack Douglas, (Pocketbook 
M-4170, $0.35; cf. 49, vol. The Pearl 
Bastard Lilian Halegua, novel about the terror 
teen-aged girl raped lonely Long Island beach, 
that saved compassion and intense poetic style, 
(Pocketbook M-4160, $0.35; IIb) Home Town 
Doctor Elizabeth Seifert, (Dell D344, $0.35; 
How Wide Stray Harold Mansfield, novelized 
account tour Russia September 1958, (Bal- 
lantine, F-374-K, $0.50; IIa). 

General Non-fiction: 

Burma Surgeon Gordon Seagrave, (Ballantine 
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F-374-K, $0.50; IIa) Pat Boone’s popular 
Twelve and Twenty, (Dell 312, $0.35; cf. 448 
vol. 18) Frank Slaughter’s The Crown and the 
Cross, (Pocketbook M-5019, $0.50; IIa, cf. 70, vol, 
19) ... Harry and Bonaro Overstreet’s What Must 
Know About Communism, (Pocketbook 7000, $0.50; 
should read everyone now that readily 
available form; and bargain indeed Nature, 
Man and Woman Alan Watts, (Mentor 
$0.50; III), studies sex apparently objective, 
fuzzy-headed way, most the fuzz due the 


infatuation with Zen The Black Death Johanne 


Nohl, (Ballantine 379K, $0.35; IIb), another the 


sensationalized episodes history which Ballantine 


has been putting out recently. The bubonic plague 


the five centuries from the fourteenth the nineteenth 
century the subject Another collection Cross. 
word Puzzles various kinds, compiled Kathleen 
Rafferty, should keep addicts amused and 
amazed, (Dell B148, $0.35; I). 


Advance Ratings 


(Complete reviews will appear April issue) 
Crowther, Bosley Hollywood Rajah 
Durrell, Lawrence Clea 
Hamilton, Edmond The Haunted Stars (Ila) 
Hemley, Cecil The Experience (Ila) 
Hewins, Ralph The Richest American (I) 
Hoess, Rudolf Commandant (Ila) 
Lee, Laurie The Edge Day 
Searls, Hank The Crowded Sky 
Sorensen, Victoria Kingdom Come 
Stern, Karl Through Dooms Love 
van Paassen, Pierre Crown Fire (Ila) 


Entered Second-Class Matter 


Scranton, Penna. 
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